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TWO IMPORTANT WARNINGS
First, if you are sensitive or squeamish, then you may prefer not to
read this book. The book contains phenomenally gruesome violence
described herein. I was disturbed on many occasions by my research and by
the information I believe necessary to convey in order to provide an accurate
description of slavery. This is not your typically carefully-censored and
whitewashed high school discussion of slavery.
Second, the language of the time was rough and crude, and often
would be considered to be deeply offensive today. I have chosen to quote
directly from books by or about Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman,
Sojourner Truth, Solomon Northup, Harriet Jacobs, William Wells Brown,
David Walker, and others, who themselves are quoting, or were,
slaveholders or others who disrespected African-Americans. The books, and
the quotations, use dialect. To be true to the historical value of the material,
I deliberately have not deleted words they used, even if those words may
offend. Again, if you disagree with that approach, or if you are sensitive or
squeamish, then you may prefer not to read this book. I do not condone
racism, discrimination, or prejudice of any kind.
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In memory and recognition of America’s Slave Heroes—Harriet Tubman,
Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Jacobs, Solomon Northup, William
Wells Brown, Lt. Juan Bautista (Prince) Witten and the Florida Army of Black
Warriors, Nat Turner, David Walker, and many other brave African-Americans,
both slave and “free”—far too numerous to name—who fought bravely and
valiantly against their bondage and discrimination to attain great heights and
success, and in addition, in memory of the abolitionists, both “free” AfricanAmericans—especially William Still, the Father of the Underground Railroad—and
whites, who provided invaluable assistance to slaves, often in violation of federal
and state laws and at great risk of harm to themselves
§§§

It is time for America to recognize, and to teach our children that, through their exemplary
courage, words and actions, these African-American heroes contributed mightily to American
history and culture and should be held up to America’s youth as role models
§§§

Their contributions to America were so significant that America’s Slave Heroes deserve to be
recognized in America’s history on a par with the Founding Fathers (including George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson) and Abraham Lincoln,
each of whom also contributed significantly to America
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MEET AMERICA’S SLAVE SOCIETY1
“Slavery and race are not at the periphery of the American experience[.]
They’re at the very core of what America is.”
Author James Swanson2

“Were I about to tell you the evils of Slavery …
I should wish to take you, one at a time, and whisper it to you.
Slavery has never been represented; Slavery never can be represented.”
William Wells Brown3
§§§

What did your schools teach you about slavery?
Did they teach that slavery was “something that happened 150 years ago?”4
“SOMETHING”
“[S]omething that happened 150 years ago”
Mitch McConnell, Majority Leader, U.S. Senate

1

If you received this Chapter from another person, the entire book is available online without charge at
www.DukeYork.org. You also are able to download it chapter by chapter, if you wish to digest smaller
bites. You are able to make suggestions at the website for additions to the book or other ways in which
it may be improved in later editions.

2

Author James Swanson, quoted in Ruane, “It was the nation’s largest auction of enslaved people. Now,
a search for descendants of the ‘weeping time’” at C1 (Wash. Post, Oct. 13, 2019) at
gratefulamericanfoundation.com/weeping-time/, accessed Nov. 3, 2020.

3

William Wells Brown, quoted in A. Delbanco, THE WAR BEFORE THE WAR—FUGITIVE SLAVES AND
THE STRUGGLE FOR AMERICA’S SOUL FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE CIVIL WAR at xviii
(Penguin Books, 2019).

4

Mitch McConnell quoted in Rosenberg, “Mitch McConnell’s ancestors owned slaves, according to a
new report. He opposes reparations” (Wash. Post. July 8, 2019) at
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/07/09/mitch-mcconnells-ancestors-owned-slaves-accordingnew-report-he-opposes-reparations/, accessed Sept. 19, 2020.
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For those who believe that slavery occurred long ago, consider this:
Slavery in America was only two life spans ago. A person born in 1942 would have been
78 years old in 2020. A person born in 1865, when the 13th Amendment was ratified, was 77 in
1942.
Were you taught in school that America participated in one of the worst genocides in
World history?
Were you told that the slave trade and slavery constituted a holocaust?
Were you told that America’s slave society was one of the worst crimes against humanity
in World history, a genuine Reign of Terror?
Were you told that America was one of the last few countries in the New World practicing
slavery?
Were you told that “[B]y 1770, slave raids had depopulated whole regions of coastal West
Africa?”5
Were you told that—
“During the half century after the legal end of slave importation, the slave population
of the United States surpassed not only that of any other country in the New World, but,
after abolition of slavery in the British colonies in the 1830s, that of all of them combined.”6

Were you told that “by 1860, approximately two thirds of all New World slaves lived in the
American South.”7 That would include, for example, Brazil, Caribbean countries, and other
South and Central American countries.
Have you paused to imagine the process by which an African, a human being, was
converted into a thing, a chattel one hundred percent submissive and obedient to his or her
master’s wishes? Think about what was required to do that to someone who had lived freely in
Africa with friends, family, and community?8
§§§

5

Harper, “Slavery in the North,” at slavenorth.com/emancipation.htm, accessed Sept. 20, 2020.

6

P. Kolchin, AMERICAN SLAVERY 1619-1877 at 94 (Hill and Wang, 2003) (“Kolchin”). Emphasis
added.

7

Mintz, “Historical Context: American Slavery in Comparative Perspective” at
www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/teaching-resource/historical-context-american-slaverycomparative-perspective, accessed Oct. 6, 2020.

8

See “Chapter Five: The Duke’s Slave Trading Legacy—Africans in Transition: From People to Things.”
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I am still discovering interesting information, and have much more to learn.9 As I research
more, I am constantly surprised by the complexity, and revolted by the horror, of American
slavery.
In America, many people “learned” that slavery was cured—washed away—by the Civil
War, amendments to the Constitution, and Civil Rights Laws in the 1960s. People say, “But I
had nothing to do with slavery.” On an individual level, that likely is true. This book is a means,
however, to learn about African-Americans and their predicament and why many are angry
today.
It will be easy for critics to point out that I am “an old white man,” which also is true. Yet,
I have no intention of minimizing American slavery’s significance and magnitude. Neither do I
intend to exaggerate. The accurate account of American slavery is sufficiently ghastly.
Despite the overriding significance of slavery to America for a period extending for most
of America’s history, many of America’s schools have often knowingly and willingly swept
slavery under the rug. Especially in the South, many schools taught that the Civil War was about
“states rights,” but that was just a code for slavery.
Perhaps your schools did teach you accurate versions of America’s history of slavery. That
is for you to decide. Some schools were more careful than were others. Many, however,
including mine, taught a sanitized “patriotic” version of slavery that avoided discussion of
America’s shame.
Many schools’ willing blindness and deception perverts American “patriotism.” It ignores
both the pervasiveness and brutality of slavery in America and the continued plight today of
many African-Americans in American society.
The lingering effect of the comprehensive slave society are not so easily erased.
This brings me to a key perspective.
America’s harsh and intense political divide regarding racial issues is a direct consequence
of the falsities taught by, and omissions committed by, America’s schools decades ago. Many
middle-aged and older Americans—like me—were “taught” by such school districts and
teachers.
As a consequence, I knew very little about the extensive abuses of slavery, and virtually
nothing about the astoundingly ghastly slave trade, until I began my research.
The same is true of millions of other middle-aged and older Americans, and many younger
ones, as well.

9

This book is a living book that can be expanded and modified over time with readership participation.
You can provide comments and constructive suggestions at my website, www.DukeYork.org.
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Our schools were instrumental in forming our political views regarding race.10
Meanwhile, many, if not virtually all, African-Americans knew what happened 150 years
ago. It happened to their grandparents and great grandparents. The information is passed from
generation to generation.
The resulting radically different educations lead to an inability to understand each other.
In my retirement, I began to conduct intensive research. I learned an enormous amount that
my schools withheld from me when I attended in the 1950s and 1960s.
I learned that, for more than 200 years, America and the American colonies were home to a
vicious slave society.
In the South, and for most of those 200 years, in the North, slavery was a key source of
labor. Even after most Northern states abolished slavery, they continued to profit from it through
lucrative business relationships with Southern planters and through active participation in the
slave trade and in the markets for cotton, sugar, and other slave-produced commodities. All
Americans benefited from a broad range of essential and other slave-produced products—
clothing and other cotton goods, sugar, rice, tobacco, and indigo—at lower prices than if paid
labor had produced the products.
Slavery was at the core of the American society, culture, and economy. It pervaded
virtually all significant aspects of American political life. Pursuant to the Constitution, the slave
society had an exaggerated political strength that enabled it to dominate much of America’s
political structure, including at the state level and, at the federal level, in Congress, the
Presidency, and the Supreme Court.
I quickly learned that slavery, although de-emphasized in many of America’s schools,
actually was a crucial factor central to America’s political, social, cultural and economic
development equivalent or comparable in significance to the following:11
 The settling of both the Northern colonies and the Southern colonies
 The Revolutionary War
 The Westward expansion
 The Civil War

10

See “Chapter Six: The Duke of York’s Creation on a Rampage—Sanitizing History Is Fraudulent
Education.”

11

See “Chapter Four: American Slavery in Practice—Sanitizing History Is Fraudulent Education.”
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 The industrial revolution

THE TRAIL OF TEARS
“The Slave Trail of Tears is the great missing migration—a thousand-mile-long river of people, all of them
black, reaching from Virginia to Louisiana. …
“This forced resettlement was 20 times larger than Andrew Jackson’s ‘Indian removal’ campaigns of the
1830s, which gave rise to the original Trail of Tears as it drove tribes of Native Americans out of Georgia,
Mississippi and Alabama. It was bigger than the immigration of Jews into the United States during the 19th
century, when some 500,000 arrived from Russia and Eastern Europe. It was bigger than the wagon-train
migration to the West, beloved of American lore. This movement lasted longer and grabbed up more people
than any other migration in North America before 1900.
“The drama of a million individuals going so far from their homes changed the country. It gave the Deep
South a character it retains to this day; and it changed the slaves themselves, traumatizing uncountable
families.
“But until recently, the Slave Trail was buried in memory. …”
Ball, “Retracing Slavery’s Trail of Tears” (Smithsonian Magazine, Nov. 2015) at www.smithsonianmag.com/history/
slavery-trail-of-tears-180956968/, accessed Nov. 3, 2020.

I was surprised to learn that the form of slavery practiced in America had originated, and
had been promoted aggressively in the American colonies, as an official English government
policy for the government’s profit.
I was astonished to learn that, beginning in the 1660s, the form of slavery practiced in
American colonies, and then the American states, often was more inhumane than the forms of
slavery practiced at the time by the Dutch, Spanish, French and West Africans.
I was surprised to learn that, beginning in the 1660s, the English government—especially
the Duke of York and King Charles II—promoted the particularly inhumane English form of
slavery in order to increase tax revenues on slave-produced commodities that the colonists traded
and in order to collect slave-trading revenues.
I learned that the Duke of York was head of the Royal African Company, effectively a
monopolistic English governmental entity. I learned that the Duke’s company shipped more than
100,000 Africans to the New World and branded many, if not all, of them with his initials, “DY.”
I was shocked to learn that the same Duke of York is the very person in whose “honor” New
York City, New York County and New York State are named (as well as the State Capitol,
Albany, since he also had the title of the Duke of Albany).
How could America “honor” such a person?
Then, I learned even more disturbing information.
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I began to learn that, in New York, slaves were punished for rebelling by burning them at
the stake only three decades before the
Declaration of Independence (and in South
Carolina, as late as 1828, half a century
after the Declaration).
I continued my research.
I was astounded to learn that slaves
in America were broken on the wheel, and
literally were roasted for hours over slowburning fires, with the explicit intention of
increasing their torture as a warning to
other slaves to remain submissive. They
were gibbetted, i.e., placed in cages and
suspended in the air for all to watch them
die or to view their bodies.
Even after the Revolution, they were
wrapped in straw and burned. They were
beheaded; mutilated by slicing ears, noses,
hands, feet, and hamstrings, and by
knocking out teeth, so they could be
identified if they were captured after
running away. They were branded like
cattle.
This is America. How could so many
of such shameful acts have been
committed in America, not only in the
“Branding a Negro Woman”, Slavery Images: A Visual Record
1700s, but some of them even into the
of the African Slave Trade and Slave Life in the Early African
mid-1800s? That was long after the
Diaspora, accessed November 14, 2020,
Declaration of Independence declared “We http://slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/item/1976
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.”
Clearly, at the time America’s Founding Fathers wrote the Declaration of Independence,
the word “all” did not include slaves. The Founding Fathers were well aware of their hypocrisy.
I was sickened to learn that rebellious slaves’ heads were displayed publicly on spikes
along public roads on which slaves, including slave children, were then marched as a warning
that they must submit.
Really? This must have been in the Dark Ages. Yet, it was in the 1800s. more than half a
century after the Declaration of Independence.
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The slave society simply did not consider the Bill of Rights’ prohibition against cruel and
unusual punishment to apply to it.
America’s schools also did not teach me, and many still do not teach in their sanitized
versions of patriotic history, that America, which stood in the 1900s so boldly as a beacon of
freedom against the dictatorships of communism and fascism, was itself only a few decades
earlier, for millions of people, a brutal, all-consuming dictatorship.
My schools did not teach me that, for many others who disagreed morally with the slave
society, America spread a blanket of repression and fear. Abolitionists and others who objected
to slavery, or who only questioned it, were relatively safe so long as they kept quiet. If, however,
they became too vocal against the pervasive repression or if they assisted fugitive slaves, they
too could suffer greatly. They could be prosecuted under the Fugitive Slave Law, and could be
attacked physically by mobs even in non-slave states.
Especially in slave states, America’s constitutional guarantees in its Bill of Rights of
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and
freedom of religion were held hostage to the
WHAT IS A “SLAVE SOCIETY”
slave society. Further, for people who expressed
VS. “A SOCIETY WITH SLAVES?”
disagreement with slavery or sometimes only
“What distinguished societies with slaves was the
questioned it, the Constitution’s right to a trial by
fact that slaves were marginal to the central
jury and to due process of law had little validity
productive processes; slavery was just one form of
in the slave states. The slave society could not
12
labor among many. … In societies with slaves, no
endure any view that did not re-affirm slavery.
Of course, America has progressed far since
the time of slavery. So, what is the point of
concealing this momentous feature of America’s
history? Why promote a fraudulent version of
history? Why encourage a false patriotism? Is
there concern that the progress is not genuine?
Then, I learned even more astonishing
information. I learned that, in contrast with
America when Florida was a still Spanish
colony—not part of America until 1821—there
were legally-established towns of truly free
blacks. Many of the free blacks were escaped
slaves from America. Florida welcomed them
with open arms and grants of freedom, making
them fully-functioning citizens.

12

one presumed the master-slave relationship to be
the social exemplar.

“In slave societies, by contrast, slavery stood at the
center of economic production, and the masterslave relationship provided the model for all social
relations: husband and wife, parent and child,
employer and employee, teacher and student.
From the most intimate connections between men
and women to the most public ones between ruler
and ruled, all relationships mimicked those of
slavery.”
I. Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two
Centuries of Slavery in North America at 8 (Harvard
Univ. Press, 1998)

See “Chapter Four: American Slavery in Practice—The Slave Society’s War on Abolitionists.”
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What a divergence from life in America!
Amazingly, despite its significant relevance
to understanding America historically, my
schools failed even to mention to me, that a
“Only by experience can any one realize how
sizable army of many hundreds of, perhaps a
deep, and dark, and foul is that pit of
thousand, black guerilla warriors guarded the
abominations.”
Florida towns full of people who had escaped
H. Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl at 6
from America, and indeed, provided security for
(1861), available from the Library of Congress at
the entire Spanish colony. The black army was
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library
formed legally under auspices of the Spanish
government. Again, three decades after the
Declaration of Independence, American troops
led by Andrew Jackson and his allies illegally attacked and destroyed those communities of free
blacks, enslaving many of the free residents.
HARRIET JACOBS

It would have been unthinkable for America to allow free African-Americans to form
towns. America would never have allowed African-Americans to join militias, or to own
weapons. America would not grant full citizenship to escaped slaves. For that matter, America
would not recognize citizenship even for slaves that had been granted freedom by their masters.
They were people without a country.
Further, in Spanish Florida, at the behest of slave holders in Georgia and South Carolina,
American slave holders and pro-slavery sympathizers and American troops illegally invaded
Florida in an action known as the Patriot War of 1812, in order to attack the free blacks and their
Seminole allies and to incorporate Florida into
FORMER TEXAS SLAVE
America.13 This secret War occurred at the very
time America also was fighting the War of 1812,
“Don’t let them tell you nothing about slavery …
the British were burning the Capitol and White
You don’t know nothing about being a slave until
House, and Francis Scott Key was writing the Star
you been one.”
Spangled Banner during a battle at Baltimore. The
R. Campbell, An Empire for Slavery—The Peculiar
secret War was conducted with the knowledge of
Institution in Texas, 1821-1865 at 261 (Louisiana State
President James Madison and Secretary of State
University Press, 1989)
James Monroe, although the Senate later refused to
approve funds for continuance of the action.14
Did your schools teach you about those events? Did your schools teach you that the Florida
army of black warriors, led by Lt. Juan Bautista (Prince) Witten—himself an escaped slave who

13

See generally, J. Cusick, THE OTHER WAR OF 1812: THE PATRIOT WAR AND THE AMERICAN
INVASION OF SPANISH EAST FLORIDA (Univ. of Georgia Press, 2007) (“Cusick”).

14

Cusick, at 253-54.
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had been granted (with his family) full rights of citizenship—defeated the slave holders, their
sympathizers, and the American troops in a key battle?
Yet, there is more still. I learned that as late as three-quarters of a century following the
Declaration of Independence, slaves frequently were marched on foot under the lash in chained
gangs, known as “coffles,” for hundreds and even a thousand miles.
FORMER TEXAS SLAVE

Can you imagine undertaking such a walk? In
chains?
When I first read that information, I was
confused. I did not understand how that could be
true. How could people possibly have been treated
in that manner in America? Yet, it was true. Slave
coffles were a frequent and routine practice in
America for decades.
Why didn’t my schools teach me about slave
coffles?

“A White Lady was here the other night
wanted to know about slavery time
and when I started to tell her she said
she didn’t want to hear that stuff.
I told her the half hadn’t been told
if she didn’t want to hear that,
it wasn’t nothing to tell.”
R. Campbell, An Empire for Slavery—The Peculiar
Institution in Texas, 1821-1865 at 115 (Louisiana State
University Press, 1989)

I think both you and I know the answer.
All of those horrible, unthinkable events occurred in America. Yet, there was much, much
more.
Those events were “something that happened 150 years ago!”
That “something” also “happened” in America, with full governmental support, 200 years
ago, and 300 years ago, and more than 350 years ago.
That “something” was what America actually was!
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THE BIRTH OF AMERICA’S REIGN OF TERROR IN THE 1660S
Major events in American slavery occurred approximately a century apart. They can be
considered distinct Phases in the Reign of Terror:
 Phase 1: The beginning in the 1660s with the English government’s incentivization,
promotion and legalization of a brutal form of slavery through the leadership of the
Duke of York and other governmental actors
 Phase 2: The middle in the 1770s and 1780s with the Revolution, the creation of the
American nation free of the English government, and the issuance of the
Declaration of Independence and, only a little later, ratification of the Constitution
 Phase 3: The end in the 1860s with the Civil War and the ratification of the 13th,
14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitution, followed by a decade of
Reconstruction, and then by African-American segregation and oppression
 In a sense, there also was a Phase 4: Another century later, it is notable that
America enacted the Civil Rights Laws in the 1960s to effectuate at last the intent
of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments
 There also is now a Phase 5: Despite all that has already occurred, AfricanAmericans still have not achieved equality in key areas, and important remnants of
slavery persist, especially with regard to deficient educations,15 which in turn is
responsible for many serious racial inequities
In Phase 1 of the Reign of Terror, America’s slave society was born through the fatherhood
of the Dule of York and the motherhood of the American colonies:
 American slavery’s Reign of Terror had its beginnings in New York, Maryland,
Carolina, and Virginia in the 1660s
 Except in New England (which enslaved Native American warriors in wars and traded
them to the Caribbean for Africans), the forms of indentured servitude and slavery
practiced by the Dutch, Spanish and French in what is now America often were less
inhumane than the slavery that the English devised and that became true American
slavery; the same is true of the forms of servitude practiced earlier in the American
colonies and West Africa
 The true form of American slavery, incentivized, promoted, and legalized initially by
the English, was an especially inhumane, hereditary form of slavery that, within a short
time, became focused specifically on Africans

15

See “Chapter Seven: Moving Forward??—Remnants of Slavery: Severe Discrimination in Education.”
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 The true form of American slavery was devised as official English government policy,
not by capitalists who believed in free markets, for the profit of the English government
in the form of revenues on slave-produced commodities that could be taxed when
traded and in the form of slave-trading revenues for the government’s monopolistic
Royal African Company
 To promote what became the true form of American slavery, the English provided
specific property tax, tariff, and land grant incentives to encourage American settlers to
buy slaves and put them to work
There is one specific individual who, with his brother, King Charles II, and their
colleagues, was especially instrumental in devising and promoting the English form of slavery in
America.
That individual is the Duke of York, James Stuart, who later became King James II.
True American slavery did not begin in Virginia in 1619 with captives taken by the English
from a Portuguese ship. That episode was not the beginning of the true form of American
slavery.
Those individuals, while certainly not volunteers, were treated more as indentured servants
than “slaves”16 in the sense in which slavery became practiced in America. The early Virginia
captives gained freedom after serving for a number of years. They did not serve for life. The
settlers permitted those captives to marry and raise families; conduct business transactions; raise
and sell crops; earn income; purchase their freedom and the freedom of family members; own
property, such as land, cattle and even their own slaves or servants; bring litigation in the courts,
even against whites; testify; and participate in colonial life.17
That was not the true form of American slavery. The character of slavery in the American
colonies changed once the Duke of York and King Charles II came to power in the 1660s.
Moreover, almost another century before 1619, the Spanish brought genuine slaves
(although again not in the sense of true American slavery) into Spanish Florida18 and South

16

Brewer, “Slavery, Sovereignty, and ‘Inheritable Blood’: Reconsidering John Locke and the Origins of
American Slavery” at 1048 (American Historical Review Vol. 122, Issue 4, Oct. 2017) (“Brewer”);
I. Berlin, MANY THOUSANDS GONE: THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES OF SLAVERY IN NORTH AMERICA
at 30-31 (Harvard Univ. Press 1998) (“Berlin”).

17

Berlin, at 30-32, 34-37.

18

L. Rivers, SLAVERY IN FLORIDA—TERRITORIAL DAYS TO EMANCIPATION at 2 (Univ. Press of
Florida, 2000) (“Rivers”); K. Deagan and D. MacMahon, FORT MOSE: COLONIAL AMERICA’S
BLACK FORTRESS OF FREEDOM at 7, 12, 16 (Univ. Press of Florida and Florida Museum of Natural
History, 1995) (“Deagan and MacMahon”).
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Carolina (where the first American slave revolt occurred in 1526).19 That also was a less
inhumane form of slavery20 than was practiced in America as promoted by the Duke of York.
Illustrating both the presence of slaves in what became America long before 1619, and less
inhumane characteristics of the Spanish form of slavery, after a trip during the late 1520s from
Florida to Texas by boat, and following an initial capture by Native Americans in Texas, a
Spanish slave named Esteban (“one of the greatest explorers in the history of North America”21),
led a small group of Spanish explorers on foot to Baja California. At Baja, in the mid-1530s, they
met other Spanish explorers who had enslaved
Native Americans in what is now America’s
HARRIET TUBMAN
Southwest and Northern Mexico. Esteban’s
“Slavery … is the next thing to hell.”
expedition wended its way across the continent
K. Larson, Bound for the Promised Land—Harriet
300 years before Lewis and Clark’s expedition.

Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero at 54 (Ballantine
Books, 2003). Footnote omitted.

Did your schools mention that event to you
when you learned about Lewis and Clark? Did
your teachers reveal that Lewis and Clark in the 1800s came in second place to an heroic slave in
the 1500s? Or did your school focus solely on the belated achievement of white men?
Still more. After shepherding the expedition across the Continent, in recognition of his
abilities, Esteban was appointed “as the de facto military commander of the first Spanish
expedition deep into Arizona and New Mexico in search of the mythical lands of Cibola and the
Seven Cities of Gold.”22
What an adventure! How exciting to contemplate!
The Duke of York and his colleagues and successors never would have granted slaves such
responsibility, freedom, or access to military armaments. In America’s Reign of Terror, that was
not possible.

19

Deagan and MacMahon, at 13, 16.

20

Rivers, at 2; Deagan and MacMahon, at 7; J. Landers, BLACK SOCIETY IN SPANISH FLORIDA at 2-3
(Univ. of Ill. Press, 1999) (“Landers”).

21

R. Goodwin, CROSSING THE CONTINENT 1527-1540 at 7 (HarperCollins Publishers, 2008)
(“Goodwin”).

22

Goodwin, at 6-7, 11.
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WHY THE DUKE OF YORK IS THE FATHER OF AMERICA’S SLAVE SOCIETY
“To understand the origins of slavery, we need to pay more attention to how various
laws and policies enabled it across the empire, to who was behind those policies, to who
profited the most from those policies via customs on imported staple crops, and to how
those policies were initially rationalized. Slavery was created in legal pieces—pieces
written, approved, and rationalized in hierarchical political contexts by Charles II and his
brother James II. It took force to implement and get access and control enslaved labor and
collect taxes; the power of empire was critical to each part of slavery’s development.”
Dr. Holly Brewer23

Meet the Father of America’s Slave Society—the Duke of York.
The Duke of York was, in modern terms, one of the greatest criminals in American—and
World—history. The Duke was a true international terrorist.24
In the mid-1660s, James Stuart was the Duke of York. He was the younger brother of King
Charles II. In 1660, King Charles II assumed the throne in the Restoration of the monarchy in
Britain following the Interregnum. During the
100,000 AFRICANS
Interregnum, Oliver Cromwell had assumed power
following the beheading of King Charles I, King
“During the years from 1673 to 1689, … the Royal
Charles II’s and the Duke of York’s father. After King African Company exported slaves from Africa at
Charles II died in 1685, James, the Duke, became
an annual rate of 6,120, making a total of
104,040.”
King James II. He was deposed in 1688 in the
Glorious Revolution leading to the accession to the
J. Rawley and S. Behrendt, THE TRANSATLANTIC
throne of Queen Mary II, James’ daughter, and her
SLAVE TRADE at 135 (Univ. of Nebraska Press, 2005)
husband, King William III.
The Duke of York’s status in the 1660s as a primary leader of English forces in the New
World and elsewhere arose from his roles as the King’s brother and representative, as the
Admiral of the English Navy, and as the chief executive and largest shareholder of a slavetrading governmental monopoly, the Royal Adventurers.25 The Royal Adventurers, however, fell
on difficult financial times, and was reorganized as the Royal African Company. Again, the

23

Brewer, at Abstract. Footnotes omitted.

24

For additional information regarding the Duke of York’s significance to American slavery, see
“Chapter Three: The Duke of York Promotes Slavery.”

25

“James Stewart” at www.commonwealthbooksllc.homestead.com/jamesm—Duke-of-York.html, accessed
Sept. 28, 2020.
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Duke served as the chief executive and largest shareholder (“a controlling interest”26). The Duke
also had the Scottish title of the Duke of Albany.
The Duke was not the only person responsible for slavery in America, but he filled a
particularly pivotal role. The English were not the only nation to practice slavery, but they
practiced it principally in their American and Caribbean colonies, as opposed to England itself.
Moreover, their form of slavery was different from—even less sensitive to slaves’ humanity—
than other forms of slavery.
The Duke had extensive power. He used his appointment by King Charles as Admiral of
the English Navy to control English military policy both in Africa and in New York.
As CEO of the Royal African Company, the Duke also had a monopoly on the English
slave trade with the colonies, which ended only after the English deposed the Duke, by then King
James II, in 1688.
True American slavery had to be created. Despite a few contemporaneous exceptions, and
slavery centuries earlier, the English did not practice slavery extensively within England. Dr.
Edgar McManus states that “[C]hattel bondage had disappeared in Northern Europe prior to the
colonial era.” 27 Hilary Beckles cites historian David Eltis as “tell[ing] us that, while just over
10% of England’s population had been classified as slaves in 1086, slavery was not a feature of
later 14th century English society.”28
Dr. McManus adds that the “formative influence” for the slave laws in the American
colonies “came from the West Indies,” since “the settlers brought over no legal precedents for
dealing with slaves.”29
There are a few English judicial decisions relating to slaves, but without serious discussion
of the validity of slavery within England itself. The English did not provide for slavery in the
common law.30 Thus, English precedents for slavery did not provide a body of slave law. Yet, in
the American colonies, the English did not adopt other already-existing less inhumane forms of
slavery. In England’s American and Caribbean colonies, slavery was, in an authentic sense,

26

L. Harris, IN THE SHADOW OF SLAVERY—AFRICAN-AMERICANS IN NEW YORK CITY, 1626-1863 at
26 (Univ. of Chicago Press 2003) (“Harris”).

27

E. McManus, BLACK BONDAGE IN THE NORTH at 57 (Syracuse University Press 1973) (”McManus,
Black Bondage in the North”).

28

Beckles, at 12.

29

McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 57.

30

J. Hurd, THE LAW OF FREEDOM AND BONDAGE IN THE UNITED STATES, Vol. II, at 88 carryover
footnote (Little, Brown & Co., 1862), available from the Library of Congress at
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library (“Hurd”). Emphasis added.
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designed and promoted by the English, sui generis, with the Duke of York as a central pro-active
official executing the governmental policy in the American colonies.
John Codman Hurd explains the peculiarity that England itself did not have slavery,
although its colonies did. He adds that prior English practices did not disqualify anyone as a
citizen based upon race or color; once slave status was removed, the person became a British
subject:31
Before our Revolution, all free persons within the dominions of the king of Great
Britain, whatever their color or complexion, were native-born British subjects—those born
out of his allegiance were aliens. Slavery did not exist in England, but it did in the British
colonies. Slaves were not, in legal parlance, persons, but property. The moment the
incapacity, the disqualification of slavery, was removed, they became persons, and were
then either British subjects or not British subjects, according as they were or were not born
within the allegiance of the British king. …

In America, however, as promoted by the Duke of York, slavery was based upon race.
Later, this was taken to its ultimate extreme by the Supreme Court,32 which decided that not only
slaves—but no African-Americans, even if “free”—were recognized in America as “citizens.”
The Duke, his brother, King Charles II, and their colleagues fashioned and promoted their
especially brutal form of English slavery in New York and other English colonies to the South.
Prior to that occurrence, the Dutch had practiced slavery in New Netherland, including
New Amsterdam (which became New York City under the Duke). Dr. Hilary Beckles explains
the Dutch slavery:33
Dutch legal provision for the control and regulation of slaves resembled that of [the]
French more closely than it did that of any other European state. The Dutch West India
Company, for example, was simultaneously determined to discipline its slaves, benefiting
from their labour as alienable property, while at the same time insisting that slave owners
had an obligation to provide for the social, educational and religious guidance and
instruction of their slaves.

The Dutch granted many of their slaves “half freedom” to live their own lives, with
occasional obligations.34 Dr. Edgar McManus describes the Dutch system of slavery as being “as

31

Hurd, Vol. II, at 88 footnote. Emphasis added.

32

Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393, 15 L. Ed. 691 (1857).

33

Beckles, “Slave Voyages—The Transatlantic Trade in Enslaved Africans” at 68 (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) (“Beckles”).

34

McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 57-58; Harper, “Slavery in the North,” at
slavenorth.com/newyork.htm. Citation omitted.
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mild as the realities of chattel slavery probably allowed” with “none of the mutual hatred in New
Netherland of the sort that brutalized slave relations in other colonies.”35 Dr. Ira Berlin cites
Dutch slaves living on their own, establishing families, working on their own, baptizing their
children, suing and being sued in court, and drilling in the militia.36
Dr. Alan Singer states: “In Dutch New Netherland permanent, racially based, hereditary
slavery was not a clearly established institution. However, this changed once the British took
control.”37
The Spanish and French practiced forms of slavery in colonies that became Florida,
Louisiana and Texas, and other states formed in whole or in part from them. Again, however,
those forms of slavery often gave slaves at least a degree of recognition of their humanity.
Dr. Hilary Beckles states:38
[W]hile the [Spanish] Siete Partidas and the [French] Code Noir attempted to balance
repression with protection, English law reflected no such concern.
Instead, English law on slavery reflected only the need for constant vigilance on the
part of the white population against the black … .

The French Code Noir granted slaves many legal protections not adopted by the English,
such as a right to marry legally with masters’ permission, a right against separation of families,
punishment for masters and overseers engaging in excesses against slaves, a right to medical
care, and a guarantee of full rights of citizenship upon achieving freedom.39 The existence of the

See also “William Penn and James, Duke of York” at
pennsylvaniahistory.wordpress.com/2012/08//11/William-penn-and-james-duke-of-york, accessed
Sept. 28, 2020.
35

E. McManus, A HISTORY OF NEGRO SLAVERY IN NEW YORK at 11 (Syracuse University Press 1996)
(“McManus, Slavery in New York”).

36

Berlin, at 52.

37

A. Singer, NEW YORK AND SLAVERY—TIME TO TEACH THE TRUTH at 53-54 (Excelsior Editions,
State Univ. of New York, Albany, 2008) (“Singer”).
See also “William Penn and James, Duke of York” at
pennsylvaniahistory.wordpress.com/2012/08//11/William-penn-and-james-duke-of-york, accessed
Sept. 28, 2020.

38

Beckles, at 66.

39

“Le Code Noir” at thelouvertureproject.org/index.php?title=Le_Code_Noir, accessed Sept. 19, 2020.
See also Rodrigue, “Slavery in French Colonial Louisiana” at 64parishes.org/entry/slavery-in-frenchcolonial-louisiana.
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legal protections does not mean that slave holders always honored them, but the English did not
provide their slaves the same legal benefits.
In the 1520s, the Spanish entered Florida, almost a century before the English entered
Virginia and considerably more than a century before the Duke defeated the Dutch in New York.
Like the Dutch and French, the Spanish
treated their slaves with more humanity than the
English, again with protections not adopted by the
English. “Slaves could buy their freedom, maintain
family cohesiveness, and sue their masters for
mistreatment. Governors and rulers often freed
slaves as a reward for service to the Crown.”40 Free
blacks in Spanish Florida had full rights of
citizenship. The Spanish allowed free blacks to
form their own towns,41 and created an army of free
black warriors upon whom the Spanish colony
depended for defense.42

ENGLISH INDUCEMENTS TO SETTLERS
TO PURCHASE SLAVES
 Land grants for each slave purchased (50 acres
per slave in Virginia, 60-75 acres in New
Jersey, in Carolina 20 acres for male slaves and
ten acres for females)
 Property tax incentives for slaves directly from
Africa
 Favorable tariffs for slaves directly from
Africa

The Duke of York never would have permitted such occurrences.
The Duke was in clear control in New York after defeating the Dutch.43
In addition, his official military position as Admiral was an important factor in the
substantial growth of the slave trade. Dr. Brewer states: “Charles II gave his brother a
commission at the beginning of the war with the Dutch in 1664 that allowed him to attack
wherever he liked; James chose the Dutch-occupied forts off the coast of Africa.”44 She adds:
“As a consequence of [a treaty with the Portuguese] and Charles II’s earlier acquisition of the
forts on the African coast, England transported more than half of the slaves sent to all of the New
World by [the middle of the Eighteenth Century].”45

40

Deagan and MacMahon, at 7.

41

See, e.g., Deagan and MacMahon, at 7.

42

Rivers, at 4; Landers, at 3.
See generally, e.g., Cusick.

43

See “Appendix II: King Charles II’s 1664 Charter Granting to the Duke of York Authority Over New
York.”

44

Brewer, at 1048, n. 22.

45

Brewer, at 1073.
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“English Castle at Anamabou”, Slavery Images: A Visual Record of the African Slave Trade and Slave Life in the
Early African Diaspora, accessed November 15, 2020, http://slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/item/2087
Slaveryimages.org states: “In 1698, the Royal African Company described the facilities at Anomabo, which
included ‘twelve great guns … a large tank or cistern … and a Negroe-house for one hundred and fifty Negroes.
This fort … opens a trade … for gold, corn, palm-oyl and oyster-shells; also a very great trade for slaves.’ See
Royal Africa Company, A Particular of the Royal African Company's Forts and Castles in Africa (London,
ca. 1698).”

Further, King Charles II was in clear ultimate control in Virginia and other colonies. In
addition, the Duke, and representatives functioning with him, such as William Berkeley and
George Carteret, were royalists who discharged King Charles’ slavery policies in the American
colonies. Illustrating the Duke’s influence in Southern colonies, among other things, the Duke’s
Royal African Company “maintained a factor or business agent at Jamestown to over see the sale
of slaves.”46
Dr. Holly Brewer describes how King Charles used a land-for-slaves policy to promote the
growth of large plantations founded on slave labor, with “promised ‘headrights’ of fifty acres of
land in Virginia to anyone who bought a servant, whether white or black.” Dr. Brewer begins by
outlining the monarchy’s power:47
Legal concepts of dominion or lordship justified both monarchy and proprietary power.
Charles I and later Charles II granted proprietors not only the land but also the right to
govern the inhabitants of colonies such as Barbados, Carolina, and New York. Despite
notable exceptions in New England and Pennsylvania, in most cases Stuart kings chose

46

“The Angolan Connection and Slavery in Virginia” at www.historyisfun.org/learn/learning-center/theangolan-connection-and-slavery-in-virginia/, accessed Oct. 13, 2020.

47

Brewer, at 1045. Footnotes omitted.

-19-

The Father of America’s Slave Society
men who shared such principles—whether as royal governors, appointed officials, or great
proprietors.

She then describes how the English land-for-slaves policy operated in practice:48
In practice, the legal concept of dominion took the form of headrights, which
encouraged lordship, large estates, and bound labor. Barbados’s first proprietor, the Earl
of Carlisle, gave men ten acres of land for each servant they owned. By royal proclamation,
Charles I and Charles II promised “headrights” of fifty acres of land in Virginia to anyone
who bought a servant, whether white or black. Charles II instructed Governor Thomas
Culpeper that “every person that shall transport or carry servants thither shall, for every
servant soe carried and transported, have set out to him, upon the Landing and Imployment
of such servant, Fifty acres of land, To have and to hold to him the said Master, his heirs
and assigns for ever.”

The offer was attractive to many settlers, who acquired many slaves and extensive land:49
Between 1635 and 1699, Virginians claimed four million acres for importing 82,000 white
and black “servants.” In August 1664, Charles II likewise agreed to “granting away the first
million acres alloweing thirty acres per head to [masters who import] men women and
Children white or blacke, for the latter further the Plantation as much and Doe as much
produce the goods that shall pay Custome and fill shipps.” Note here the claim that
“blacke” laborers were even better than white at producing crops to be taxed in England.
The king even permitted respectable Englishmen who “have good Estates, & doe ingage to
bring on more people” to claim the headrights that would accord with their plans to import
that many people.

A 1909 book discussing slavery in Virginia, states that “[I]t was not until 1661 that the
institution of slavery was recognized in Virginia by statute law.”50
Dr. Brewer explains how the English government’s land-for-slaves policy led to the
creation of large slave plantations:51
A prosperous man who planned to import “an hundred hands” could claim thirty acres for
every person he planned to buy, and therefore the king would reward him with a contiguous
estate of three thousand acres. Masters thus assembled large plantations with bound labor
under royal aegis.

48

Brewer, at 1045-46. Footnotes omitted.

49

Brewer, at 1046. Footnotes omitted.

50

B. Munford, VIRGINIA’S ATTITUDE TOWARD SLAVERY AND SECESSION at 16 (Longmans, Green,
and Co., 1909; reprinted by Negro Universities Press, 1969).

51

Brewer, at 1046.
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Dr. Brewer adds: “By encouraging mass production of staple crops that were heavily taxed,
royal headright policy dramatically increased crown revenue.”52
Thomas R.R. Cobb, a slave holder and an influential pro-slavery advocate and legal scholar
in the late antebellum period, reinforces the description of the English government’s, and
especially the Duke of York’s, land-for-slaves policy. Mr. Cobb points specifically to the Duke’s
likely role in the promotion of slavery in New Jersey through the land-for-slaves policy:53
New Jersey, it is known, was dismembered from New York when New Netherlands
was conquered by England in 1664. In the next year, a bounty of seventy-five acres of land
was offered by the proprietaries for the importation of each able-bodied slave. This was
doubtless done in part to gain favor with the Duke of York, then President of the African
Company.

Douglas Harper confirms Mr. Cobb’s description of the New Jersey land-for-slaves policy
(“offered 60 acres of land, per slave, to any man who imported slaves in 1664”).54
The English government also utilized its land-for-slaves policy in Carolina, evidencing the
Duke’s influence through the Royal African Company. In 1663, proprietors, who were members
of the Royal African Company, offered land to settlers who brought slaves into the Colony (“20
acres of land for every black male slave and 10 acres for every black female slave brought to the
colony within the first year”).55 That was contemporaneous with the Duke’s work in devising
slavery in New York and elsewhere in America.
Note the interesting confluence of the dates given for active pursuit of the land-for-slaves
policy—1664 in each of Virginia and New Jersey and 1663 in Carolina. That was not a
coincidence. It was shortly after the Restoration of the Monarchy in England in 1660 and the rise
to power of King Charles II and the Duke of York.
Thus, at many points during the early colonial era, when slavery was in the process of
creation in American colonies, we see the heavy hand of English royalty in search of tax
revenues after 1660. The Duke, as the King’s brother, Admiral of the Navy, and England’s slavetrader-in-chief through the Royal African Company, was a central player in this scenario.
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Brewer, at 1046.

53

T. Cobb, AN INQUIRY INTO THE LAW OF NEGRO SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Vol I, at cxlix. (T. & J. W. Johnson & Co., 1858) (“Cobb”), available from the Library of Congress at
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library. Footnotes omitted.
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Harper, “Slavery in the North,” at slavenorth.com/newjersey.htm, accessed Sept. 19, 2020.

55

“Slavery in South Carolina” at www.womenhistoryblog.com/2008/07/slavery-in-south-carolina.html,
accessed Sept. 19, 2020.
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Dr. Brewer states:56
only with the restoration of hereditary monarchy in 1660 did colonies pass laws enshrining
hereditary slavery: Barbados in 1661, Virginia in 1662, Jamaica and Maryland in 1664.
These laws were a response to Charles II’s explicit requests to his governors in 1661 to
support the RAC [Royal African Company] and to codify their laws. William Berkeley of
Virginia, like other governors, had to obtain the approval of Charles II and his Council of
Foreign Plantations for all laws.

Those new laws had grave impacts upon slaves’ lives. Importantly, in Virginia before
1660, the laws relating to servants were much different. Dr. Brewer states that, in earlier
Virginia: “African servants, like English, had jury trials, could witness (if they could swear an
oath), could be manumitted, and could own land and servants themselves when freed.”57 Dr. Ira
Berlin describes the early Virginia servants who famously entered Virginia in 1619 as achieving
freedom after serving a number of years; they also had families, and acquired land.58
Dr. Berlin cites the following rights afforded at least certain “slaves” in the Chesapeake
region (Virginia and Maryland) before 1660:59
 “[F]arm independently”
 “[M]arry”
 “[B]aptize children”
 “[G]ain[] their freedom”
 “[N]o law yet enshrined African slavery in either Maryland or Virginia”
 “[R]arely worked more than five and a half days a week during the summer,” with “a
general reduction of labor” in winter
 “Custom … required masters and mistresses to provide their servants sufficient food,
clothing, and shelter, and limited the owners’ rights to discipline subordinates”
 Citing to a seventeenth-century Chesapeake guide, “the planter customarily permitted
‘his Servant a parcell of clear ground to plant some Tobacco in for himself, which he
may husband at those idle moments he hath allowed him’”
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Brewer, at 1050.
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Brewer, at 1048.
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Berlin, at 30-32.
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Berlin, at 30-32, 34-35.
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 “[S]ome servants and slaves also gained access to provision grounds where they raised
not only corn and vegetables to subsist themselves and their families, but also tobacco,
which they sold in conjunction with their owner’s crop, and occasionally in
competition with it”
 “They also kept hogs and cattle, which they—like their owner—pastured in the
region’s open-range forests and swamps”
 “Slaves also traded directly with planter-merchants, assigned their debt to others, and
rented land to add to their own fortunes”
 “[T]here was no part of the economic life of the Chesapeake in which they did not
participate”
 “[I]n short, into the middle years of the seventeenth century and perhaps later, slaves
enjoyed the benefits extended to white servants in the mixed labor force”
Again, the Duke of York would not have permitted such humane treatment of slaves.
In Maryland, like Virginia, harsher laws began to appear in the 1660s and thereafter.60
Thus, under the English, there was a coordination, beginning in the mid-1660s in the legalization
and active promotion of slavery in New York, on a contemporary basis with Virginia’s and
Maryland’s enactment of harsher slave laws.
The following are a few observations regarding the Duke of York:
 The Duke was instrumental in the enactment of New York laws in 1665 and later
years—as part of enactments known as the “Duke’s Laws”61—“recogniz[ing] the
existence of slavery as a legal institution”62
 The “Duke’s Laws” legalized the English form of slavery, which was more harsh than
contemporary forms of slavery and servitude63
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Slavery in Maryland, at 27-31.

61

THE COLONIAL LAWS OF NEW YORK FROM THE YEAR 1664 TO THE REVOLUTION, Vol. I, at xii, 6
et seq. (1894), available from the Library of Congress at www.hathitrust.org/digital_library (“Colonial
Laws”).

62

See, e.g., McManus, Slavery in New York, at 24; McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 60.
Footnote omitted.
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See, e.g., McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 56-61; Harris, at 27-28; Singer, at 53-54.
See also Deagan and MacMahon, at 7; “Florida History Built on Slavery” at
usslave.blogspot.com/2013/06/florida-history-built-on-slavery.html (quoting Dr. Jane Landers),
accessed Sept. 19, 2020; Rivers at 2, 3, 4; Rodrigue, “Slavery in French Colonial Louisiana” at
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 The Duke was the Admiral of the English Navy
 The Duke was also the chief executive and largest shareholder of the Royal African
Company
 In 1664, the Duke defeated the Dutch at New Amsterdam, after which the City and the
Colony were named New York in his honor64
 As Admiral, in battling the Dutch for control of the slave trade, the Duke gained control
over Dutch forts in Africa, facilitating the English trade through his Royal African
Company65
 The Royal African Company had a governmentally-decreed monopoly on the slave
trade in the American colonies66
 Benefiting from control of the former Dutch forts on the African Coast and from its
slave trading monopoly in the American colonies, the Royal African Company, led by
the Duke, brought more than 100,000 Africans from Africa to the New World67
 The Duke branded many, if not all, of the slaves he brought to the New World with his
initials, “DY”68

64parishes.org/entry/slavery-in-french-colonial-louisiana, accessed Sept. 19, 2020; “Le Code Noir” at
thelouvertureproject.org/index.php?title=Le_Code_Noir, accessed Sept. 19, 2020.
64

Thomas, at 13; “Colony of New York: A Brief History” at www.celebrateboston.com/history/newyork.htm, accessed Sept. 19, 2020; Harris, at 26; “New York State Name Origin” at
statesymbolsusa.org/symbol-official-item/new-york/state-name-origin-state-quarter/origin-new-york,
accessed Sept. 19, 2020.

65

Brewer, at 1047-48 n. 22, 1073.
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Singer, at 53; A GUIDE TO THE HISTORY OF SLAVERY IN MARYLAND at 4 (MD State Archives and
Univ. of MD 2007) (“Slavery in Maryland”); Cobb Vol I, at cxliii-cxliv.

67

Brewer, at 1047. Footnote omitted.
See also “James Stewart” at www.commonwealthbooksllc.homestead.com/james—Duke-of-York.html,
accessed Sept. 28, 2020.

68

Beckles, at 86.
See also “William Penn and James, Duke of York” at
pennsylvaniahistory.wordpress.com/2012/08//11/William-penn-and-james-duke-of-york, accessed
Sept. 28, 2020.
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 Unlike the Dutch, French and Spanish, the “Duke’s Laws” introduced true chattel
slavery into New York, recognizing the status of slaves as things, brutes, property to be
used as masters desired69
 The Duke and his colleagues, and their successors, enacted laws, and accepted
practices, granting slave holders and other whites broad powers to punish slaves, even
for minor offenses70
 The Duke and his colleagues enacted laws establishing the hereditary character of
American slavery, with the result that children born to slave women were themselves
automatically slaves for life71
 The Duke and his colleagues enacted laws establishing the racial character of slavery,
focusing American slavery upon Africans, moving away from Native American
slavery,72 and “presum[ing]”“all Negroes … to be slaves”73
 The Duke and his colleagues opened the port of New York to slave trading and
auctions, used the port to promote slavery on an active basis, and turned the port into
the early center for the slave trade in America74
 The Dukes’ (and King Charles IIs’) promotion of slavery’s legalization and expansion
was for economic purposes—increasing shipping and production of manufactured
goods, crops, and other slave-produced commodities that the Crown could tax in order
to increase the English government’s wealth and from which the Royal African
Company received, through its trading monopoly, substantial increased slave trading
revenues75
 The Duke opposed representative government and, as governor of New York, opposed
creation of a legislative assembly, caused dissolution of an assembly, and declined to
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McManus, Slavery in New York, at 80, 81; E. McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 62 .
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See, e.g., McManus, Slavery in New York, at 80, 81-82; Singer at 54.
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See, e.g., McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 60-61; Harris at 28.
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See, e.g., McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 60-; Harris at 28; Singer at 53.
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McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 60-61.
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See, e.g., Harris, at 26-27, 28; Singer, at 57; McManus, Slavery in New York, at 24.
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Brewer, at 1045-48.
See “Chapter Three: The Duke of York Promotes Slavery—Why Charles II and the Duke of York
Promoted Slavery: Follow the Money.”
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approve a “Charter of Liberties” that an assembly had submitted to the Duke for his
final approval, as was required for all New York laws at the time76
 After 1685, the Duke was also King James II of England, until deposed in 1688, during
which time, he continued execution of the governmental slave policies77
New York City, County and State unjustifiably are named in honor of this criminal and
international terrorist—the Father of America’s Slave Society.
The Duke of York was not an imperfect American patriot born into an already-existing
slave society, as in the case of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln.
Rather, as an opponent of representative government and a Charter of Liberties, the Duke was,
and remains, an “enemy” of all Americans, both whites and African-Americans. The Duke, with
King Charles II, was one of the key instigators of slavery in America, and is the only slave
trader—in modern terms, a criminal and international terrorist—honored in the names of a major
American city, county and state.
While Americans bestow great honors upon the Duke, the English disliked him so much
they deposed him!
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Colonial Laws Vol. I, at xiii-xvii
See “Chapter Three: The Duke of York Promotes Slavery—The Duke’s Laws and His Opposition to
Representative Government.”
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Brewer, at 1054-55; Colonial Laws Vol. I, at xvii. Footnote omitted.
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TIME LINE: THE MONARCHY CREATES A MONSTER
The following Time Line, which is excerpted from Appendix I, identifies key events in the
early days of slavery and indentured servitude in the American colonies.
The Time Line reflects then-contemporary systems of slavery in other cultures (Dutch,
Spanish and French) and the form of indentured servitude existing in Virginia prior to the
Restoration of the English Monarchy and the Duke’s rise to power in the American colonies.
Thus, the Time Line indicates how the absolutist Stuart Kings after the Restoration—King
Charles II and King James II (the Duke of York)—rejected available precedents. They could
have created a system of slavery that was less inhumane than the one they imposed in the
American colonies. The Time Line also indicates the important slave trading role of Queen
Anne, the Duke’s (and King James II’s) second daughter.
They did not.
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Year

Event(s)

1526

Spanish bring slaves to Florida; Spanish slaves have certain rights as human beings that the English later denied

1526

First slave revolt in what is now America at Spanish colony of Vasquez de Allyon (now in South Carolina); revolt stymies Spanish
settlement

1528-36 Illustrating greater rights of Spanish slaves, Spanish slave, Esteban, leads Spanish expedition across North America 300 years before
Lewis & Clark; later is appointed as de facto military commander in search of the Seven Lost Cities of Gold
1619

Captives are taken by the English from a Portuguese ship and are traded for food at Point Comfort, Virginia; the captives are treated as
indentured servants with certain rights as human beings that the English later denied

1620

Pilgrims land at Plymouth with indentured servants

1626

Dutch West India Company imports 11 Africans as slaves in New Netherland; slaves in New Netherland have certain rights as human
beings that the English later denied

1641

Massachusetts enacts statute legalizing ownership of slaves taken captive in wars or purchased from others, which is incorporated into
the Articles of the New England Confederation

1652

Rhode Island adopts similar statute

ca. 1655

Illustrating the rights of the early Virginia captives, Anthony Johnson, an early captive who became a free black slave holder and land
owner through land grants, wins a dispute in court against a white property owner over ownership of a slave claimed by Mr. Johnson

1660

Restoration of the Monarchy in England; King Charles II takes the throne, then appoints his brother, James Stuart, Duke of York, as
Admiral of the Navy

1660

Royal Adventurers, an English government slave trading monoply, is formed; after reorganization, the company is named the Royal
African Company; during the Duke's control, the Royal African Company shipped more than 100,000 slaves to the New World, branding
many, if not all, of them with the Duke's initials, "DY"

1661

King Charles II appeals to colonial governors to enact laws supporting slavery and the Royal African Company

1661-75 England, in alliance with Portugal, fights for and ultimately gains control of Dutch forts on West African coast; the forts and associated
African trading relationships, prisons, and other facilities are vital to the English slave trade
1662

King Charles II marries Catherine de Braganza, a Portuguese princess, whose dowry includes claims of West African forts controlled
by the Dutch
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1662

Virginia begins enacting restrictive laws formalizing brutal slavery at direction of English monarchy

1663

Slaves and indentured servants plot rebellion in Gloucester, Virginia; plot is disclosed; four plotters hanged

1663

Royal African Company officials offer land to Carolina settlers purchasing slaves

1664

English aggressively promote land-for-slaves policy, rewarding slave purchasers; the more slaves, the more land awarded (in Virginia, 50
acres per slave; in New Jersey, 60-75 acres per slave)

1664

Maryland begins enacting restrictive laws formalizing brutal slavery at direction of English monarchy

1664

Duke of York defeats Dutch in New Amsterdam and receives Charter from King Charles II granting the Duke control of the colony;
New York is named "in honor" of the Duke

1664-88 James Stuart, as Duke of York and later as King James II, opposes representative government in New York and vetoes a Charter of
Liberties petitioned by the people
1665

New York, under Duke of York, begins enacting restrictive laws, known as the "Duke's Laws", enshrining brutal slavery

1685

Duke of York takes English throne as King James II following death of King Charles II; continues slave policies and denial of
representative government

1685

French King Louis XIV promulgates the Code Noir, granting slaves certain rights as human beings denied by the English

1686

Spanish government begins offering escaped slaves sanctuary in Florida, with rights as free citizens; over time, slaves escape to Florida
in large numbers

1688

King James II is deposed; William and Mary assume the English throne

1702

Queen Anne, second daughter of the Duke of York (King James II), assumes English throne

1702 et seq . English enact additional laws placing even more restrictions on slaves; still more restrictive enactments occur over many years
1708

Slaves revolt on Long Island, killing a white family; two male slaves are hanged, a slave woman is burned at the stake

1712-13 Queen Anne obtains the Assiento , a slave trading monopoly contract with the Spanish, pursuant to which the English supply hundreds of
thousands of slaves to the New World over several decades
1712

Slave rebellion in New York; kill seven whites and set fires; dozens of slaves arrested; several slaves commit suicide to avoid capture;
more than 20 slaves executed; slaves burned at the stake and broken on the wheel

1738

Fort Mose, a free black town, is established in Florida under Spanish authority
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THE TERRORIST SLAVE SOCIETY
What is terrorism?
How would you view a government or a cult, domestic or foreign, that, with full official,
societal and religious support:
 Directly attacks civilians with military forces
 Relies for its chief source of labor upon trafficking in, purchasing, and trading hundreds of
thousands of captured human beings based upon their race
 Enslaves millions of human beings in a
brutal smothering servitude
 Repeatedly rapes and impregnates slave
women who have no power to resist, and
then enslaves their children for life

“TERRORISM”
“the systematic use of terror especially as a means
of coercion”
“Terrorism” at www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary/terrorism, accessed Nov. 5,
2020

 Beats slaves in their daily lives and lavishly
whips disobedient slaves
 Coerces slaves to perform back-breaking labor for long hours day after day
 Uses the most barbaric punishments imaginable against escaping and rebellious slaves
 Routinely chains gangs of slaves, including children, to make forced long-distance marches
 Deprives slaves of basic necessities for routine comforts of life
 Destroys slaves’ families, tearing young children literally from their parents’ arms, and
separating spouses from each other never to be seen again
 Gains political power based upon the size of the slave population? The more slaves, the
more power.78
Is it not fair to characterize such actions as “terrorism”?
Those are the horrors to which a substantial proportion of America’s, and the American
colonies,’ population—ultimately millions of people—was subjected for more than 200 years.
That was slavery in America.

78

See “Chapter Four: America’s Slavery Contradictions—The Constitution Contemplated and Protected
Slavery.”
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America’s slave society was sadistic. There simply is no way to soften the description in an
honest manner.
That is “something that happened 150 years ago.”
It represented a genuine Reign of Terror.
The Reign of Terror was a way of life in America for hundreds of years, for the majority of
America’s history.
America’s slavery had two vastly different worlds—
 The world of white citizens: Filled with freedom and opportunity
 The very different world of slaves: A living hell for life without hope
Actually, there was a third world for supposedly “free” African-Americans. That world had
theoretical “freedom,” but without basic rights, such as, among others, the right to travel freely,
the right even to cross the border into a supposedly “free” state; the right to receive an education;
the right to receive service at businesses offering public accommodations, such as hotels,
restaurants, theaters, and transportation; the right to be employed for work on the basis of merit;
the right to enter a skilled profession or to begin a business without prohibitive resistance from
competing whites; the right to live where one wanted upon paying the price; the right to vote;
and the right to serve on juries.
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EXCEPTIONAL INHUMANITY OF AMERICAN SLAVERY, EVEN IN ITS TIME
In what became the English colonies, the initial form of labor often originated as a less
harsh form of servitude than the slavery ultimately adopted. The early forms of servitude were
often indentured servitude or sometimes slavery. That slavery, however, while still brutal, was
less inhumane than under the system promoted by the Duke of York and the English
government.
Colonies in which less inhumane servitude was practiced before their adoption of the
English form of slavery include the following:79
 The colony that had been New Amsterdam, including New York and parts of New
Jersey
 Virginia
 Maryland
 Carolina Colony, which became North Carolina and South Carolina
 Georgia
In New York, the English form of true American slavery replaced the less inhumane Dutch
indentured servitude, slavery, and half-slavery. In Virginia and Maryland, it replaced indentured
servitude. In Carolina and Georgia, it replaced free white labor and indentured servitude. In
Florida, Louisiana and Texas, the English form of slavery replaced the less inhumane Spanish
slavery.
In a paper prepared for the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, Dr. Hilary Beckles states:80
The English form of slavery contrasts, at least in legal terms, with the forms of slavery
legalized by the Dutch, French and Spanish, which included “the right to family life, leisure
time, religious instruction, or access to law to protest against cruel treatment.”

Kathleen Deagan and Darcie MacMahon state in their book published by University Press
of Florida and Florida Museum of Natural History, that:81
The Spanish slave code provided certain rights for slaves. Slaves could buy their
freedom, maintain family cohesiveness, and sue their masters for mistreatment. Governors

79

Georgia began as a colony in 1732.

80

Beckles, at 52, 66-67, 86.

81

Deagan and MacMahon, at 7.
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and rulers often freed slaves as a reward for service to the Crown. After 1492, this slave
code was brought to the Americas by the Spaniards, and underlaid many of the differences
between the lives of some Spanish-African slaves and the lives of many slaves in the
English colonies.

Dr. Leslie Harris describes the less inhumane treatment of Dutch slaves in New Netherland
before the Duke of York gained control:82
In New Netherland, African slaves could testify in court and bring suit against whites; had
the same trial rights as whites; could own property, except real estate or other slaves; and
could work for wages.

Dr. Harris adds that “Dutch Reformed [Church] ministers performed marriages for a
significant number of enslaved and free blacks, ”and “[a]s the slaves married and had children,”
the Dutch West India Company “allowed them to form separate households” She continues that
“In addition to permitting slaves in New Netherland to own material goods and earn wages, the
Dutch West India Company and the Dutch government allowed them to petition the government
and to use the courts to settle disputes.” She cites two specific instances in which slaves were
able to bring suit in court successfully against whites, in one instance for wages due and in the
other for damage to a slave’s cow. 83 The Dutch permitted slaves to be taught to read and write.
In addition, the Dutch West India Company offered a number of slaves ‘half freedom,’
permitting the slaves to pursue their lives, subject to obligations to provide service “in times of
need” and to pay an annual tribute.
Unlike slaves under the English system who could not own property, the Dutch West India
Company eventually gave many slaves land, so they could engage in agriculture. Dr. Harris
further observes that:84
In 1663, just before the British took over the colony, the Dutch granted unconditional
emancipation to half-free blacks in the colony, who numbered about seventy-five. Their
children were probably included in the number.

The French Code Noir, while allowing brutality against slaves, also stated:85
Article XXVII. Slaves who are infirm due to age, sickness or other reason, whether the
sickness is curable or not, shall be nourished and cared for by their masters. In the case that
they be abandoned, said slaves shall be awarded to the hospital, to which their master shall
be required to pay six sols per day for the care and feeding of each slave. …
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Harris, at 16.

83

Harris, at 17, 20-21.

84

Harris, at 23, 26.
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“Le Code Noir” at thelouvertureproject.org/index.php?title=Le_Code_Noir, accessed Sept. 19, 2020.
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Article XLIII. We enjoin our officers to criminally prosecute the masters, or their
foremen, who have killed a slave under their auspices or control, and to punish the master
according to the circumstances of the atrocity. …
Article XLVII. Husband, wife and prepubescent children, if they are all under the
same master, may not be taken and sold separately. We declare the seizing and sales that
shall be done as such to be void. For slaves who have been separated, we desire that the
seller shall risk their loss, and that the slaves he kept shall be awarded to the buyer, without
him having to pay any supplement. …
Article LV. Masters twenty years of age may free their slaves by any act toward the
living or due to death, without their having to give just cause for their actions, nor do they
require parental advice as long as they are minors of 25 years of age.
Article LVIII. We declare their freedom is granted in our islands if their place of birth
was in our islands. We declare also that freed slaves shall not require our letters of
naturalization to enjoy the advantages of our natural subjects in our kingdom, lands or
country of obedience, even when they are born in foreign countries.
Article LIX. We grant to freed slaves the same rights, privileges and immunities that
are enjoyed by freeborn persons. We desire that they are deserving of this acquired
freedom, and that this freedom gives them, as much for their person as for their property,
the same happiness that natural liberty has on our other subjects.

In addition to those examples, Dr. Beckles states that slavery in West Africa was far
different from the English form of slavery promoted by the Duke of York:86
[R]ecent research into African history has suggested that the term “slave” would only
have been appropriate for newly acquired captives, who had not yet undergone the
elaborate process of adoption and assimilation. The concept of a “slave”, then, is a complex
one in West-African history, having very different meanings to that denoted by the chattel
slaves of the later transatlantic slave trade.
Aside from these problems of definition, slavery as an institution in Africa was also
widely used as a means by which outsiders could become assimilated into the local kinship
system. It could also act as a mechanism by which certain persons were kept in a
subordinate position for labour purposes for a defined period of time, and as a social
marker that indicated an absence of kin and a state of non-belonging. However, the
emphasis in all such cases was upon the possibility of exiting from the state of slavery
through gradual integration into family, household and kin structures. Indeed, in most
cases, such African “slaves” were persons having specified rights and obligations,
including the right to family, cultural identity and, ultimately, to freedom, and these rights
were part of general customary understanding. Above all, enslavement was not confined to
members of a single ethnicity or culture.

86

Beckles, at 23-24.
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Dr. Harris agrees. She describes how slaves’ expectations based upon African slavery
could have been far different from the English form of slavery imposed in the American
colonies, leading to the 1712 slave revolt in New York:87
New Yorkers identified the majority of the rebels as Koromantine and Pawpaw Africans,
part of the large group of Africans who arrived in New York City between 1710 and 1720.
Koromantine and Pawpaw Africans trained their men in their communities in the conduct
of guerilla warfare. These Africans’ knowledge of slavery in Africa entailed more rights
and privileges than accorded to slaves in British North America. In the Akan-Asante
society from which these slaves came, slaves or their children could eventually be absorbed
into the community as equals. Masters rewarded faithful slaves with the opportunity to
inherit land and to work for themselves. Not every slave experienced such privileges, but
the possibility of such rewards eased the condition of slavery there.88

In summary, America’s slavery, as promoted by the Duke of York and his colleagues and
successors, was considerably different and more inhumane than slavery as often legalized or
practiced in a number of cultures contemporary with the origination of slavery in the territory
that became America.
Although those precedents were available to the Duke, and to his colleagues and
successors, he and they chose to implement in America a punishing form of hereditary chattel
slavery and, over time, to focus that form of slavery on one specific racial group—Africans.

87

Harris, at 38.

88

See “Chapter Six: The Duke of York’s Creation on a Rampage—Who Were the Slaves?”
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AMERICA CHOSE DESPOTIC REPRESSION OVER HUMANITY
“the great sin and shame of America”89
Frederick Douglass
§§§

Of course, slaves did not like slavery. Once slave traders brought hundreds of thousands of
Africans to America, and that number increased into the millions, white citizens discovered that
they had a tiger by the tail—a very, very large African-American population, full of anger and
hostility, uneducated and unskilled, generally without means to make an independent living.
Dr. Peter Kolchin quotes Thomas Jefferson as stating in 1820:90
We have the wolf by the ears, and we can neither hold him, nor safely let him go.
Justice is in one scale, and self-preservation in the other.

Dr. Hilary Beckles states:91
The management of … slave societies was no easy matter: the Africans did not wish to
be enslaved, and they vigorously opposed their condition. As a result, such slave societies
were maintained less by consensus and more by force and cruelty, depending for their
stability on a combination of militia control, urban constables and garrisoned soldiers. …
In all the colonies, slavery laws laid the foundations for elaborate systems of
repression. …

All of those slaves were dangerous to the very existence of white citizens and to the
property of white citizens. Slaves would, and did, kill masters and their families. Slaves would,
and did, commit arson and otherwise damage or destroy property. Slaves would, and did, steal
food and other necessities of life. After all, their labor was stolen day after day by their masters,
and indirectly by society at large in support of the masters. If simply released, wrathful slaves
could wreak far more havoc and become a burden on society.
Moreover, slavery led to wealth. Lonnie Bunch, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution,
adds: “In the years before the Civil War, the amount of money invested in slaves was more than

89

F. Douglass, MY BONDAGE AND MY FREEDOM at 442 (1855), available from the Library of Congress
at www.hathitrust.org/digital_library (“Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom”).
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Beckles, at 62.
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the amount of money invested in railroads, banks, and businesses combined. This was the
economic engine of Europe and the United States.”92
Greed and perceived economic necessity claimed the day. It was not enough for Americans
to live a reasonably comfortable life, based on the fruit of their own efforts, on all that land
expropriated from the Native Americans. America could not become truly wealthy without slave
labor—labor stolen from other human beings. Wage workers and voluntary indentured servants
alone could not, or would not, do the job.
So, guess what? They decided to compel Africans to do the work that whites disliked.
Oh, and they didn’t pay the Africans either.
This is reflected in diverse sources. One is in
Pennsylvania steel mills, where white ironmasters
asked for restrictions on slave importation to be eased
because there was an insufficiency of white workers
“for the hard conditions that prevailed in the
bloomeries and mills repelled free workers.”93
A second source is a slave master and proslavery legal scholar, Thomas R.R. Cobb. Mr. Cobb
provides the following views of why slavery was
legalized in Georgia in the 1700s (which was
governed at the time by trustees). Mr. Cobb
emphasizes, among other things, that white workers
“were utterly unable to do service” and describes the
advocacy of religious figures in favor of slavery:94
The trustees provided laborers in indented white
servants, in their judgment better adapted to the
wants of the colonists. Experience soon proved the
fallacy of their reasoning. The contests between
them and the colonists were unceasing and stubborn
on this point. The best and wisest of the latter joined
in the universal demand for slave labor. … [T]he
white servants imported, for more than half the year
(from March till October), were utterly unable to do
service, and to so deplorable a state did the colony
arrive, that at last the pastor of these hardy Germans

CONTRASTING AFRICANS’ LIVES
IN EUROPE IN MID-1800S
“Soon after the arrival of his daughters, Mr.
[William Wells] Brown [in exile due to the
Fugitive Slave Law] placed them in one of the best
seminaries in France, where they encountered no
difficulty on account of their complexion. The
entire absence of prejudice against color in Europe
is one of the clearest proofs that the hatred here [in
America] to the colored person is solely owing to
the overpowering influence of slavery. Mr.
Brown’s daughters, after remaining in France one
year, were removed to the Home and Colonial
School in London, the finest female educational
college in Great Britain. Here, as well as in the
French school, the girls saw nothing to indicate
that the slightest feeling of ill-will existed on the
part of the students towards them, because of their
color.”
J. Brown, Biography of an American Bondman by His
Daughter at 74 (R.F. Wallcut, 1856), available from the
Library of Congress at
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library

92
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(Mr. Bolzius), beseeched the trustees “not to regard any more our or our friends’ petitions
against negroes.”

Since the slaves were hostile, however, they had to be beaten into submission.95 That made
them even more angry, hostile and dangerous. Whites knew this, and profoundly feared the
slaves. Remember that, in a number of states, the slave population outnumbered, or was close to
equaling, the white population. In some rural areas, the slaves greatly outnumbered the white
population. This occurred not only in the Deep South. For example, “At the end of the 18th
century, Maryland was the third largest slave state and, 58% of Prince George’s [County]
population was enslaved.”96
By choosing to move forward under those conditions, colonial America also found it
necessary to become still more repressive. Some slaves responded by adopting passivity and
docility as a façade presented for the benefit of white people, but not reflective of inner
emotions. For large numbers of slaves, the internal hatred was magnified. Even seemingly
passive and docile slaves harbored hostility. There simply is not a way to beat a helpless person
brutally without fostering rage, hostility and hatred in return.
So, from fear and guilt, white America—terrified of rebellion and of African-Americans in
general and needing to destroy resistance to submission—practiced the brutal English approach
to slavery. America increasingly tightened the shackles on the slaves, and adopted ever-more
punitive laws.
As stated by Dr. Beckles, “slave revolt and conflict over slavery were permanent features”
of slave societies:97
[F]or three and a half centuries, a dominant political feature of all colonial societies in
the Americas was the fear of rebellion by African slaves, and the development of complex
systems of defence against possible insurrection, as well as the creation of socio-cultural
institutions that effectively excluded blacks attests to the seriousness with which antislavery activities were viewed. Maintaining the slave-status of blacks in such societies,
against a background of the threat of mass rebellion, was a priority of most colonial
administrations, and this was all the more important since no colonial slave society was
politically stable, and slave revolt and conflict over slavery were permanent features of
them.

Such slavery was ubiquitous in America.
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Both before and after the Declaration of Independence, slavery deeply penetrated
everything in America—politics, social life, religion, and the economy, both North and South.98

98

See “Chapter Six: The Duke of York’s Creation on a Rampage—Slavery Was a National Institution:
North and South.
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RATIONALIZING SLAVERY: “FOR THEIR OWN GOOD”
“poor pagans whom Christians have thought to consider cattle”99
New York Weekly Post-Boy
“Our ancestors were transformed from human personalities into private property.”100
A. Philip Randolph
§§§

For most of America’s existence from the founding of the colonies, more than 200 years of
America’s history, slavery defined and built America and pervaded all important aspects of
American life.
To put it into perspective, even today, that period remains the majority of America’s
history. Led by many school districts, America has chosen to ignore or at least substantially to
diminish the central importance of slavery’s historical role.
There have been only 155 years since slavery ended in 1865, and only 65 years since the
Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board of Education101 declaring that segregated schools
were unconstitutional. Still today, extreme discrimination in education continues unabated.102
Whatever the specific lifestyle of slaves, however, Christians pretended that this slavery
was for the African-Americans’ good. After all, in Africa, they had no chance of going to a
Christian Heaven. The perception was that, in Africa, the slaves had been inferior beings living
in huts, and following what American whites regarded as weird cultural practices and pagan
religions. Now, as slaves in America, they had a chance of salvation and civilization, although
they still were viewed as dirty, unreliable, undesirable and inferior.
Others argued that slavery was a “positive good,” with superior living conditions over
workers in the North. One example is George Fitzhugh, a vocal proponent in favor of slavery.
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McManus, Black Bondage in the North, at 151, quoting the New York Weekly Post-Boy, March 24,
1760, edition.
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Mr. Fitzhugh characterized slavery, contrasting it with Northern capitalism, as “a beautiful
example of communism,” as follows:103
We find in the days of Sir Matthew Hale, a very singular pamphlet attributed to him. It
was an attempt to prove that two healthy laborers, marrying and having in the usual time
four children, could not at ordinary labor, and with ordinary wages, support their family.
The nursing, washing, cooking and making clothes, would fully occupy the wife. The
husband, with the chances of sickness and uncertainty of employment, would have to
support four. Such is the usual and normal condition of free laborers. With six children, the
oldest say twelve years of age, their condition would be worse. Or should the husband die,
the family that remained would be still worse off. There are large numbers of aged and
infirm male and female laborers; so that as a class, it is obvious, we think, that under
ordinary circumstances, in old countries, they are incapable of procuring a decent and
comfortable support. The wages of the poor diminish as their wants and families increase,
for the care and labor of attending to the family leaves them fewer hours for profitable
work. With negro slaves, their wages invariably increase with their wants. The master
increases the provision for the family as the family increases in number and helplessness. It
is a beautiful example of communism, where each one receives not according to his labor,
but according to his wants.104

John C. Calhoun, a famous orator, is known in part for his speech in 1837 defending
slavery as a “positive good,” seeking to place abolitionists on the defensive. John Calhoun was
Vice President from 1825 to 1832, and thereafter served for many years as a U.S. Senator. He
delivered his “positive good speech” on the Senate floor in 1837, presenting his view of the
positive attributes of slavery and forecasting a split in the Union.
The following is an excerpt from Senator Calhoun’s speech:105
However sound the great body of the non-slaveholding States are at present, in the
course of a few years they will be succeeded by those who will have been taught to hate the
people and institutions of nearly one-half of this Union, with a hatred more deadly than one
hostile nation ever entertained towards another. It is easy to see the end. By the necessary
course of events, if left to themselves, we must become, finally, two people. It is impossible
under the deadly hatred which must spring up between the two great nations, if the present
causes are permitted to operate unchecked, that we should continue under the same political
system. The conflicting elements would burst the Union asunder, powerful as are the links
which hold it together. Abolition and the Union cannot coexist. As the friend of the Union
I openly proclaim it,—and the sooner it is known the better. The former may now be
controlled, but in a short time it will be beyond the power of man to arrest the course of
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events. We of the South will not, cannot, surrender our institutions. To maintain the
existing relations between the two races, inhabiting that section of the Union, is
indispensable to the peace and happiness of both. It cannot be subverted without drenching
the country or the other of the races. … But let me not be understood as admitting, even by
implication, that the existing relations between the two races in the slaveholding States is
an evil:—far otherwise; I hold it to be a good, as it has thus far proved itself to be to both,
and will continue to prove so if not disturbed by the fell spirit of abolition. I appeal to facts.
Never before has the black race of Central Africa, from the dawn of history to the present
day, attained a condition so civilized and so improved, not only physically, but morally and
intellectually.
In the meantime, the white or European race, has not degenerated. It has kept pace with
its brethren in other sections of the Union where slavery does not exist. It is odious to make
comparison; but I appeal to all sides whether the South is not equal in virtue, intelligence,
patriotism, courage, disinterestedness, and all the high qualities which adorn our nature.
But I take higher ground. I hold that in the present state of civilization, where two races
of different origin, and distinguished by color, and other physical differences, as well as
intellectual, are brought together, the relation now existing in the slaveholding States
between the two, is, instead of an evil, a good—a positive good. I feel myself called upon to
speak freely upon the subject where the honor and interests of those I represent are
involved. I hold then, that there never has yet existed a wealthy and civilized society in
which one portion of the community did not, in point of fact, live on the labor of the other.
Broad and general as is this assertion, it is fully borne out by history.

Fortunately, we have an extensive record from the slaves themselves regarding the actual
characteristics of slavery they experienced. This includes the words of America’s Slave Heroes
written in the form of narratives by or about Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Harriett
Tubman, Harriett Jacobs, Solomon Northup, William Wells Brown, and others.
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A BOILING POT: THE DEPRAVED SLAVE SOCIETY
The main cause of slave revolts was slavery.106
Dr. Marcus Rediker
§§§

America’s slave society was a tight lid on a boiling pot. At times, the lid blew off.
Slaves were not simply “property.” In reality, they were people, human beings.
So, sometimes, slaves fought back. That made whites even more fearful. The most famous
such incident is known as “Nat Turner’s rebellion” in 1831 in which slaves killed approximately
55 to 60 people. There were other notable slave revolts in New York, South Carolina, Louisiana,
North Carolina, and Virginia, among other places.107
More often, slaves resisted by dragging their heels, feigning illness, running away,
sabotaging their work, and stealing or damaging their masters’ property. Some escaped through
suicide.
CONVERTING DOLLARS
Such a society was unhealthy and depraved.
For those who wish to convert dollars from the
After the American Revolution, reacting to the ideals
time of slavery into current money, $1,000 in
of the Declaration of Independence, abolitionists
1850 would be equivalent to $33,322.82 in
began to increase in numbers. Many Americans
2020.
experienced moral qualms about what their society
So, a multiple of 33 is fair.
had done. The movement began slowly.
“Value of $1,000 from 1850 to 2020” at

Over the succeeding eight decades, however,
www.officialdata.org/us/inflation/1850?amount=1
000, accessed Sept. 19, 2020
stirred by the urgent voices and writings of America’s
Slave Heroes and others, abolitionism matured into a
In TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE, Solomon
powerful social force. The words of the Declaration,
Northup estimates his slave value as $1,000,
as well as passionate speeches by people like
or $33,000 today.
Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth and William
Wells Brown, haunted, and also inspired, them. The
writings of William Lloyd Garrison, Theodore Weld, and other abolitionists motivated them. Nat
Turner’s and other slave rebellions disturbed them. John Brown’s raid on the federal armory at
Harper’s Ferry and his moving words at his trial made it inevitable.
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Even then, the stubbornness of the slave society determined to preserve its way of life, still
made the incredibly bloody Civil War necessary. Emphasizing its all-encompassing malice, the
slave society was willing for its own citizens to experience, and to inflict, hundreds of thousands
of deaths, and a million and a half casualties, in attempting to preserve its “ownership” of other
human beings.
Yet, there were the ever-present fears of what could happen if all those hostile, uneducated
people simply were released while unable to provide for themselves without land or marketable
professional skills. Further, many people, including even abolitionists, were racists at heart, and
considered African-Americans to be inferior and undesirable. The same was true of the majority
of whites in the South who did not own slaves.108
As one potential solution, many Americans considered plans to send the AfricanAmericans somewhere else. Thomas Jefferson flirted with the concept of recolonization by
sending African-Americans back to Africa. Dr. Patrick Rael states that “Prominent Americans
lent their names, credibility, and fortunes to the [American Colonization Society], including
Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson, Francis Scott Key, James Monroe, Daniel Webster, and Bushrod
Washington.” John Jay was among the members. 109
Dr. Rael adds that a group known as Colonizationists Across the Hudson—110
warned that free blacks constituted a degraded class that “would provoke a civil and servile
war” unless something were done to control them. They suggested the physical removal of
black people, so that “the enormous mass of revolting wretchedness and deadly pollution”
would be removed from the nation’s shores.

The American Colonization Society was instrumental in creating the African nation of
Liberia to receive freed slaves, although a large proportion died from disease, the climate, and
wars with local tribes.111
Abraham Lincoln, who was willing to preserve the Union early in the Civil War at the cost
of continuing slavery, proposed paying masters for their slaves, and sending the freed slaves
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down to South or Central America. Washington, DC, actually did pay masters for their slaves,
offered freed slaves money to leave the country, and paid some to do so.112
Most former slaves and “free” African-Americans resolutely resisted colonization,
however, choosing to remain where they had been born and lived all their lives.
Not only freed slaves were skeptical of the proposed compromise, but slave holders
doggedly opposed it. They were wedded to their way of life and social organization, built upon
slavery. They claimed to believe that slaves were treated well and, given Southern “paternalism,”
were quite happy.
The slaves told a different story.
So did the pervasive white fear of the slaves.

112

“DC Emancipation Day” at emancipation.dc.gov/page/ending-slavery-district-columbia, accessed
Sept. 19, 2020.
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AN “ACTUAL REIGN OF TERROR”
“There exists at this moment, throughout the Southern States, an actual Reign of
Terror.”113
William Lloyd Garrison, quoting the New York Tribune
“[C]rimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth
guilty of practices more shocking and bloody, than are the people of these United States, at
this very hour.
“Go where you may, search where you will, roam through all the monarchies and
despotisms of the old world, travel through South America, search out every abuse, and
when you have found the last, lay out your facts by the side of every-day practices of this
nation, and you will say with me, that, for revolting barbarity and shameless hypocrisy,
America reigns without a rival.”114
Frederick Douglass
“Slavery is a crime … against God, and all the members of the human family … .” 115
Frederick Douglass
“Liberty and life were stolen and sold[.]”
“Human beings delivered, sorted, weighed, branded with marks of commercial
enterprises and loaded as cargo on a voyage without return[.] One of the largest migrations
in history was also one of the greatest crimes of history.” 116
George W. Bush, U.S. President
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REIGN OF TERROR
“A period of brutal suppression
or intimidation by those in power”
“Reign of Terror,” American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition ( Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt Publishing Company 2016), quoted at www.thefreedictionary.com/The+Reign+Of+Terror, accessed Sept. 19,
2020

In the mid-1800s, simply granting freedom to slaves was not the only potential choice to be
made. That was too easy. Ending slavery meant war, and that meant hundreds of thousands of
deaths and 1½ million casualties in a population only ten percent of today’s population.
Slavery was truly an unadulterated “Reign of Terror.”
This is the slavery that America, many of
its schools, and its politicians have sanitized.
The following are some of the
characteristics of the English form of slavery as
practiced in America for more than 200 years:
 Slavery was America’s national Reign of
Terror against an eighth of the
population, in some states, 50% or more
by the time of the Civil War
 By the time of the Civil War, slave
owners owned approximately four
million human beings in America;117 the
number of slaves in America was the
proportionate equivalent, based on the
current U.S. population, of 40 million
slaves—approximately the population of
the State of California or twice the
population of the State of New York

SLAVERY WAS A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY

“slavery is now recognized as a great crime.”
A Guide to the History of Slavery in Maryland, at 1
(MD State Archives and Univ. of MD 2007)

“The transatlantic slave trade is now generally
accepted to have been a crime against humanity,
even in those countries on both sides of the
Atlantic that actively participated in it.”
Beckles, Slave Voyages—The Transatlantic Trade in
Enslaved Africans at 10 (United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization)

“one of the greatest crimes against humanity in
history.”
Lonnie Bunch, Secretary, Smithsonian Institution
quoted in “What happened when Trump visited the
African American History Museum” (Aug. 31, 2019),
at www.chron.com/national/article/What-happenedwhen-Trump-visited-the-African-14404817.php,
accessed Sept. 19, 2020

 A significant percentage of slaves were children
 Not only slave owners, but America, as a matter of national governmental policy through
the Fugitive Slave Laws of 1793 and 1850, regarded millions of human beings as

117

“Black and slave population of the United States from 1790 to 1880” at
www.statista.com/statistics/1010169/black-and-slave-population-us-1790-1880/#:~:text=By 1860%2C
the final census taken before the,free African Americans in all of the US., accessed Sept. 19, 2020.
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chattels—property to be bought, sold, leased, mortgaged, bred, worked as oxen and
horses in the fields, brutalized routinely and tortured, until at times they died from
excessive labor, disease, abuse or neglect
 That national law obligated all governmental officials and citizens—even in so-called
“free” states, which actually themselves had been slave states only shortly before—to
assist in capturing escaped slaves, with judges rewarded for sending fugitive slaves back
to their masters
CONVERTING POPULATION

“[A]bout one million slaves … [were]
According to U.S. Census data, the population
moved west between 1790 and 1860” in the
of the United States in 1860 was over
“internal slave trade” to cotton plantations, mostly
31,000,000, and in 2019, the U.S. population
from the Upper South, with “a devastating impact”
was approximately 330 million.
for slave families118
So, a general multiple of 10 is fair.

“1860 United States Census, Introduction” at viii at
www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/186
0/population/1860a-02.pdf ; “World Population
review” at worldpopulationreview.com/states/,
accessed Sept. 20, 2020

That means four million slaves in 1860 was the
proportional equivalent of 40 million slaves in
America today.
The 1½ million Civil War casualties was the
proportional equivalent of 15 million casualties
today.


Many, even if not all, churches and
ministers provided religious justification for
slavery, emphasizing among other things, biblical
passages to the effect that slavery was righteous,
that slaves should obey their masters, and that
slaves should be punished if they did not
All of those “somethings” ”happened”
openly, with widespread official political,
religious, and social support, including by acts of
Congress, enactments of state legislatures, acts of
Presidents, and decisions of the courts, including
the Supreme Court.

Out of an estimated 12.5 million Africans who had been transported forcibly toward the
New World, including but not limited to America, an estimated 10.7 million survived the
transportation phase, known as the “Middle Passage.”119 Thus, an estimated 1.8 million died
from disease, brutality, murder, or suicide in the actual shipping process.120
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Using the multiplier of ten to make a comparison to America’s current population, it was
the proportionate equivalent today of 125 million slaves shipped to the New World as a whole
and 18 million Middle Passage slave deaths.
Yet, there are “conservative” estimates of a far greater number of total deaths associated
with the slave trade.
In addition to the 1.8 million estimated African deaths in the course of the Middle Passage
itself, Dr. Marcus Rediker estimates that another 1.8 million Africans died during capture,
marching to the Coast, and storage awaiting transfer to the slave ships, and an additional 1.5
million deaths of Africans, now “slaves,” shortly after they arrived in the New World. His
“conservative” estimate of total deaths associated with the slave trade (including from disease
and abuse shortly after arriving in the New World) is at least five million deaths for a “yield” of
nine million surviving slaves out of an initial 14 million captives.121
Those numbers alone would mean that, proportionately to current population, a
comparative 50 million Africans died. That is equivalent to the combined current populations of
California, Nevada, and Arizona, and approximately 15 percent of America’s current population.
There are other estimates are in the tens of million of deaths during the capture and
shipping phases alone, omitting deaths after New World arrival.122
That Reign of Terror was a genocide and a holocaust.123 America’s history includes
knowing, purposeful participation in one of the worst genocides in World history. It is fraudulent
“patriotism” to attempt to brush this off as merely “something that happened 150 years ago.”
Placing in perspective the number of victims of America’s Reign of Terror, to compare
against the 1.8 million slave deaths in Middle Passage shipping alone, the following genocides
have occurred since 1900:124
 “The Herero and Namaqua Genocide”—an estimated 65,000 to 110,000 deaths in
Namibia by German Colonialists in 1904
 “The Armenian Genocide” (disputed by the Turks), during the First World War—an
estimated 1.5 million Armenian expulsions and deaths during a war with Turkey
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Rediker, at 5.
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 “The Cambodian Genocide,” 1975-1979— Pol Pot led the Khmer Rouge movement that
resulted in an estimated two million deaths
 “The Rwandan Genocide,” 1994—“over 800,000 mainly Tutsi Rwandans” at the hands
of a Hutu dominated government
 “The Srebrenica Massacre, or Genocide,” 1992-95—an estimated 8,000 Bosnian Muslim
men and boys by Bosnian Serbs in what has been called the “Srebrenica Massacre”
 “The Darfur Genocide,” ca. 2003—“more than 2.7 million people were forced to flee
their homes” in Sudan in fighting between Janjaweed fighters and black Africans
The Nazi Holocaust led to many millions of deaths, with varying estimates of the total.
Commentators often use six million.
All of the foregoing genocides were terrible crimes against humanity, and each was a Reign
of Terror in its own right. Together, they create a context within which to evaluate America’s
slave society.
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RECOGNIZE AND HONOR AMERICA’S SLAVE HEROES
Despite the hardships, heroic slaves and former slaves overcame incredible adversity and
triumphed in awakening America’s principled citizens to an obligation to end slavery.
In this dismal environment, from the depths of despair, there were triumphs of the human
spirit. There were people I call “America’s Slave Heroes,” who escaped slavery by overcoming
great odds and courageously confronting great personal risks. Those African-American Heroes
opposed and, with active strong support from many “free” African-Americans and sympathetic
whites, who themselves took great risks, ultimately defeated the very institution of slavery that
King Charles II, the Duke of York and their colleagues and successors created and promoted.
Those Heroes, with their abolitionist allies, reversed America’s deal with the Devil—devotion to
the Hellish torment America’s colonial governments had created and America’s state and
national governments had enforced.
Nevertheless, once slavery was in place, ending
it was no easy task. Even when some colonists
wanted to restrict the slave trade, the English
government resisted.
Further, simply releasing hundreds of
thousands, and eventually millions, of helpless,
uneducated people on the street, was a perceived
“problem” that many whites feared and with which
many wrestled. When it was finally accomplished
through the 13th Amendment, the results were not
attractive, as various forms of “substitute slavery”—
statutory and other forms of “apprenticeship” and
“indentured servitude”—took form pursuant to Black
Codes and otherwise for many decades. Significant
remnants of slavery continue today, especially
regarding educational inequities.

BLACK CODES
“The Black Codes were a series of statutes and
laws enacted in 1865 and 1866 by the legislatures
of the Southern states of Mississippi, Alabama,
Georgia, Louisiana, Virginia, Florida, Tennessee,
and North Carolina following the end of the Civil
War at the beginning of the Reconstruction Era.
The Black Codes were created to restrict the
freedom of ex-slaves in the South.”
“Black Codes” at www.american-historama.org/18661881-reconstruction-era/blackcodes.htm#:~:text=The%20Black%20Codes%20were%
20laws%20that%20were%20introduced,of%20exslaves%20was%20restricted%20in%20numerous%20w
ays%20including%3A, accessed Sept. 20, 2020

The slaves and former slaves I am calling “America’s Slave Heroes” are Heroes for all
Americans. America’s youth—both African-Americans and others—should know about and gain
inspiration from their heroism. The following are brief synopses regarding them:
 Harriet Tubman (Born ca. 1820; died 1913)
Harriet Tubman was an unbelievably heroic individual. Ms. Tubman was only five
feet tall, but extremely strong and determined. She had been severely injured when
younger, having been struck in the head by an iron weight thrown by a white at
another slave. The injury caused seizure episodes throughout her life. After escaping
from her slave master on Maryland’s Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay, with
help from William Still—the Father of the Underground Railroad—Ms. Tubman
courageously returned an estimated 13 times to rescue an approximately 70 to 80
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family members, friends, and other slaves. She provided escape directions to many
others. Ms. Tubman was proud to say that as a conductor on the Underground
Railroad, she never lost a passenger. During the Civil War, she served in significant
roles, including as a nurse, spy,
cook, and military leader. She led a
Union Army force in South
Carolina that freed many hundreds
of slaves. After the end of slavery,
Ms. Tubman assisted older AfricanAmericans and operated a nursing
home in Upper New York State.125
 Frederick Douglass (Born ca.
1818; died 1895)
Frederick Douglass was perhaps the
best known abolitionist and antislavery speaker and an effective
leader. He is recognized, with
Harriett Tubman, as one of the most
prominent African-American
abolitionist leaders.
Like Harriet Tubman, Mr. Douglass
escaped from Maryland. A fugitive
slave himself, he was passionate and “Frederick Douglass, American abolitionist, ca.
extremely articulate. After the
1865”, Slavery Images: A Visual Record of the
enactment of the Fugitive Slave
African Slave Trade and Slave Life in the Early
Law of 1850, he went into exile in
African Diaspora, accessed November 15, 2020,
http://slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/item/1531
England, where he continued his
speaking. After English friends
purchased his freedom, Mr.
Douglass returned to America, publishing prolifically and successfully on slavery
issues.126

125

See generally Larson; S. Bradford, SCENES IN THE LIFE OF HARRIET TUBMAN (1869), available
from the Library of Congress at www.hathitrust.org/digital_library (“Bradford”).

126

See generally F. Douglass, THE NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS (1845),
available from the Library of Congress at www.hathitrust.org/digital_library (“Douglass, Narrative”);
Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom.
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 Sojourner Truth (Born ca. 1797; died 1883)
Sojourner Truth “walked away” from her slave master’s premises in Upper New
York State early one morning. Ms. Truth brought a successful suit against her master
for selling her son to a Southerner, the first such case brought by a former slave. The
sale had violated New York law prohibiting sales of slaves out of the State. She was
successful; the defendant was compelled to achieve the return of her son. A strong
religious figure, Ms. Truth became a prominent lecturer against slavery and in favor
of women’s rights.127
 Harriet Jacobs (Born ca. 1815; died 1897)
Harriet Jacobs repeatedly declined her slave master’s persistent sexual advances,
enticements, and threats. In order to avoid him, Ms. Jacobs hid by living in a tiny
attic space for seven years in the home of her “free” grandmother until she could
escape to the North to be with her children. She wrote her memoirs about her ordeal
and the brutality of slavery.128
 Solomon Northup (Born ca. 1807; died post-1857)
Solomon Northup was a “free” African-American living with his family in Upper
New York State. As a skilled fiddler, he traveled to Washington to work in a circus.
In Washington, he was drugged and kidnapped, a common problem for “free”
African-Americans. He was sold to slave traders in Washington, and shipped to the
New Orleans slave auction, where he was purchased. Having been badly beaten for
telling people he was “free,” Mr. Northup simply bided his time. After twelve years,
he was able to identify a white man who would mail a letter for him back to New
York about his location. His family and friends then gained his freedom. Illustrating
the diabolical effects of the prohibitions against testimony by even supposedly “free”
African-Americans, when he sued his slave trader in Washington, DC, as an
African-American he was not permitted to provide testimony, so that the operative
evidence in the case was the slave trader’s denials.129

127

See generally Dictated by S. Truth, written and edited by O. Gilbert, SOJOURNER TRUTH’S
NARRATIVE AND BOOK OF LIFE (1875), available from the Library of Congress at
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library.

128

See generally H. Jacobs, INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF A SLAVE GIRL (1861), available from the
Library of Congress at www.hathitrust.org/digital_library (“Jacobs”).

129

See generally S. Northup, TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE (1853), available from the Library of Congress at
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library (“Northup”).
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 William Wells Brown (Born ca. 1814; died 1884)
William Wells Brown was a slave in Missouri. Among other experiences, his master
leased him to a slave trader who would collect gangs of slaves and ship them from
Missouri to the South, including Natchez, Mississippi, and New Orleans, by
riverboat. Eventually, Mr. Brown was acquired by others who took him on a
riverboat to Cincinnati. He then escaped in the middle of January into Ohio, a “free”
state. As a fugitive slave, however, he remained at risk of capture, so he traveled at
night, hiding during the day. With his eye on the North Star, he headed toward
Cleveland. While exhausted, freezing cold, and ill, he encountered a Quaker couple
who nursed him to health. The man was named “Wells Brown.” William had no last
name (and had been whipped several times for trying to use his own name as a
slave). He gladly accepted the offer of “Wells Brown” to use that name in
combination with “William.” While working on boats on Lake Erie after he reached
Cleveland, Mr. Brown saved almost four dozen slaves, assisting them in reaching
Canada, hidden on the boats. Mr. Brown became a prominent and effective
abolitionist speaker, but as a fugitive was forced into exile in England after
enactment of the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850. He was joined by his two daughters,
and lived in France and England, where his daughters attended schools. He continued
speaking actively in Europe about the evils of slavery. At an international exhibition
in London, he and others conducted a demonstration at the American exhibit,
publicizing the use of slave labor to produce goods on exhibit. Once English friends
purchased his freedom, he returned to America.130 131
 Lieutenant Juan Bautista (Prince) Witten (Born ca. 1758; died 1835) and
Florida’s Army of Black Warriors
Lieutenant Witten was a slave who escaped to Spanish Florida with his family where
they were granted their freedom. Trained by a skilled guerilla warrior from the
Haitian revolution, Lt. Witten was a highly-respected officer in the Spanish Florida
army of black warriors. The black army, numbering into many hundreds, and perhaps
1,000, saved St. Augustine when it was under siege by slave holder forces and U.S.
Army troops in the secretive Patriot War of 1812. The secret War was conducted
with the knowledge of President James Madison and Secretary of State James
Monroe while the War of 1812 was in full sway. Lt. Witten and his guerilla

130

See generally W. Brown, NARRATIVE OF WILLIAM W. BROWN, A FUGITIVE SLAVE, WRITTEN BY
HIMSELF (Anti-Slavery Office, 2nd ed. 1848), available from the Library of Congress at
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library; J. Brown, BIOGRAPHY OF AN AMERICAN BONDMAN BY HIS
DAUGHTER (R.F. Wallcut, 1856), available from the Library of Congress at
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library (“J. Brown”).

131

See “Chapter Four; American Slavery in Practice—A Bill of Sale.”
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army ambushed and defeated the slave holders and U.S. Army troops in a decisive
battle.132
 Nat Turner (Born 1800; died 1831)
In 1831, Nat Turner, devoutly religious,
instigated the most famous of many slave
revolts. In Southampton County, Virginia,
Mr. Turner led a large group of slaves in
attacks against slave holder families living
on rural plantations, killing some 55 to 60
whites before the Army defeated them. The
uprising fueled substantial white fears, and
even panic, across the South. The slave
society reacted by enacting even more
repressive restrictions upon slaves.133

NAT TURNER
“I heard a loud noise in the heavens, and the Spirit
instantly appeared to me and said the Serpent was
loosened, and Christ had laid down the yoke he
had borne for the sins of men, and that I should
take it on and fight against the Serpent, for the
time was fast approaching when the first should be
last and the last should be first.”
T. Gray, The Confessions of Nat Turner (T.R. Gray,
1831), available from the Library of Congress at
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library

 David Walker (Born 1796; died 1830)
David Walker was not a slave himself, but was the son of a slave. An early version
of Malcolm X and Colin Kaepernick, Mr. Walker was the author of a small, strongly
outspoken book entitled “APPEAL TO THE COLORED PEOPLE OF THE WORLD.”134
The APPEAL, which was terrifying to the slave society, led to sizable bounties
offered for Mr. Walker, dead or alive. He criticized not only whites, but also slaves
for their passivity, encouraging them to be ready for an uprising when the time was
right. Mr. Walker, who operated clothing stores on the Boston waterfront, sewed
copies of the APPEAL into the lining of clothing worn by sailors going South.
Seaports in the South prevented black sailors from disembarking for fear they might
bring copies on shore. African-Americans who could read, would read it to slaves.135

132

See generally Rivers; Landers.

133

See generally Gray, THE CONFESSIONS OF NAT TURNER (T.R. Gray, 1831), available from
the Library of.

134

See generally D. Walker, APPEAL TO THE COLORED PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, BUT IN
PARTICULAR, AND VERY EXPRESSLY, TO THOSE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, WRITTEN
IN BOSTON, STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS (1829), Academic Affairs Library, Univ. of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, available at docsouth.unc.edu (“Walker”).

135

“David Walker’s Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World” at
www.davidwalkermemorial.org/appeal, accessed Sept. 20, 2020.
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PBS states that: “Copies of the Appeal were discovered in Savannah, Georgia,
within weeks of its publication.”136
There are many other African-Americans from the time of slavery who also deserve special
honor. A leading example is William Still, who was a key leader in the operation of the
Underground Railroad.
America’s Slave Heroes, some of whom are virtually unknown in white America, deserve
far more credit and recognition than they receive in America today. They were a driving force
when America reformed the Constitution by ratifying the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments and
thereby became a much different nation. They contributed every bit as much to America as did
the Founding Fathers and Abraham Lincoln, and should be recognized in proportion to that
contribution.
They deserve to be recognized with a National Slave Memorial on the National Mall in
Washington.

136

“David Walker’s Appeal” at www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2931.html, accessed Sept. 24, 2020
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