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TWO IMPORTANT WARNINGS 

First, if you are sensitive or squeamish, then you may prefer not to 
read this book. The book contains phenomenally gruesome violence 
described herein. I was disturbed on many occasions by my research and by 
the information I believe necessary to convey in order to provide an accurate 
description of slavery. This is not your typically carefully-censored and 
whitewashed high school discussion of slavery. 

Second, the language of the time was rough and crude, and often 
would be considered to be deeply offensive today. I have chosen to quote 
directly from books by or about Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, 
Sojourner Truth, Solomon Northup, Harriet Jacobs, William Wells Brown, 
David Walker, and others, who themselves are quoting, or were, 
slaveholders or others who disrespected African-Americans. The books, and 
the quotations, use dialect. To be true to the historical value of the material, 
I deliberately have not deleted words they used, even if those words may 
offend. Again, if you disagree with that approach, or if you are sensitive or 
squeamish, then you may prefer not to read this book. I do not condone 
racism, discrimination, or prejudice of any kind. 
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In memory and recognition of America’s Slave Heroes—Harriet Tubman, 
Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Jacobs, Solomon Northup, William 
Wells Brown, Lt. Juan Bautista (Prince) Witten and the Florida Army of Black 
Warriors, Nat Turner, David Walker, and many other brave African-Americans, 

both slave and “free”—far too numerous to name—who fought bravely and 
valiantly against their bondage and discrimination to attain great heights and 
success, and in addition, in memory of the abolitionists, both “free” African-

Americans—especially William Still, the Father of the Underground Railroad—and 
whites, who provided invaluable assistance to slaves, often in violation of federal 

and state laws and at great risk of harm to themselves  

 
§ § § 

 

It is time for America to recognize, and to teach our children that, through their exemplary 
courage, words and actions, these African-American heroes contributed mightily to American 

history and culture and should be held up to America’s youth as role models 

 
§ § § 

 

Their contributions to America were so significant that America’s Slave Heroes deserve to be 
recognized in America’s history on a par with the Founding Fathers (including George 

Washington and Thomas Jefferson) and Abraham Lincoln,  
each of whom also contributed significantly to America 
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MOVING FORWARD?? 

What’s in your hand?! George Washington Carver! 

Who was so frail that he was traded for a broken down horse as a slave boy …  

… and George Washington Carver sitting in the science laboratory at Tuskegee told 
me, he said, “Dr. Powell,” he said, “I just go out into the fields each morning at 5 o’clock, 
and I let God guide me …  

… and I bring back these little things and work them with my laboratory.” 

And that man did more to revolutionize the agricultural science of peanuts, and of 
cotton, and sweet potatoes than any other human being in the field of agricultural science. 

What’s in your hand? Just let God use you, that’s all. 

What’s in your hand?! 976 

Adam Clayton Powell 

§ § § 

1960S CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS  
AND DISCRIMINATION TODAY 

Another century after the ratification of the 13th Amendment, African-American issues 
once again emerged with the Freedom Rider bus rides across the South, lunch counter sit-ins, 
voter registration efforts, the murders of civil rights workers, church bombing, and other brutal 
murders.  

Martin Luther King, Jr. became the recognized spokesperson for African-Americans, 
leading the march on Washington, numerous peaceful demonstrations, and his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial. 

His assassination produced untold anger, despair and violence, as American cities burned. 

Yet, in the decade of the 1960s, there was progress. Congress enacted voter laws increasing 
African-American participation in political affairs. Congress also prohibited discrimination by 
businesses engaged in interstate commerce. African-Americans at last could participate in 
modern life. Legal segregation was ended in schools, employment, and daily life.  

 
 

976 Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., “What’s in Your Hand Speech, 1967?” at 
www.allreadable.com/2979EmEx, accessed Sept. 27, 2020. 
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That was Phase 4, which significantly eased the Reign of Terror. 

Yet, despite the end of legal segregation, there is a new Phase—Phase 5—de facto housing 
segregation remains through economics and severe inequality of income and wealth. That, in 
turn, leads to extensive educational segregation in neighborhood schools, which in a circular 
manner, reinforces housing discrimination by the consequent operation of economics. In 
addition, there still are plentiful individuals who evidence blatant racism through their speech 
and actions. 

As this Chapter discusses, there is scandalous inequality in education and educational 
opportunity.  

Additionally, the rate of police killings of African-Americans is seriously disproportionate 
to the rate of police killings of whites—more than double (“They account for less than 13 percent 
of the U.S. population, but are killed by police at more than twice the rate of White 
Americans.”).977 

African-Americans express increasing frustration and anger focused on the police. 
Curiously, however, protesters do not mention educational discrimination, which is the root 
cause of a host of ills affecting many African-Americans—poverty, a lack of access to high-
paying jobs, income and wealth disparities, and an inability to advance in American society. 

  

 
 

977 “Fatal Force: 1,010 people have been shot and killed by police in the past year” (Wash. Post Online, 
Sept. 23, 2020) (Updated Nov. 11, 2020) at www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-
shootings-database/, accessed Nov. 12, 2020.  
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SLAVERY’S FATHER, DUKE OF YORK: STILL HONORED TODAY  

The Duke of York truly was the Father of America’s Slave Society. 

The Duke promoted—and profited from—a particularly heinous form of improvised 
English slavery that did not even meet the standards of the time set by the Dutch, Spanish, 
French and West Africans. All of those slave cultures at least recognized slaves’ humanity.  

The Duke’s legal enactments were contained in a body of laws known as “the Duke’s 
Laws.” The Duke created a hereditary form of slavery mandating that children of slave mothers 
would be slaves for life.  

Among other things, the Duke focused slavery specifically upon Africans, presuming them 
to be slaves, while denying them an ability to prove a “free” status. The Duke and his colleagues 
and successors allowed masters to punish slaves with little restraint and without recourse by 
slaves. They denied slaves the right to have families protected against destruction, the right to 
gather with their friends, the right to conduct business and earn income, the right to own 
property, the right to testify in court against whites, the right to move about freely, and the right 
to achieve freedom. Government officials administered sickening punishments against rebellious 
slaves. 

The Duke’s form of slavery was shockingly brutal and inhumane. The Duke, a 
governmental official with a pivotal role, used his power to enact, incentivize, and promote 
slavery in the American colonies. 

Courageous African-Americans—America’s Slave Heroes who escaped from slavery or 
whose parents were slaves—fought relentlessly against the Duke’s form of slavery. Ultimately, 
with the inspiration provided by the Declaration of Independence and support of abolitionists, 
both African-American and white, and the dramatic contribution of John Brown at Harper’s 
Ferry, they succeeded in bringing about slavery’s end. Those courageous Heroes, who 
contributed greatly to America, deserve special recognition on a par with America’s Founding 
Fathers and Abraham Lincoln. 

America’s imperfect Founding Fathers gave America the Declaration of Independence—a 
fundamental document inspiring the end of slavery after many decades. They also gave America 
the Constitution that, in its original form, while recognizing and protecting slavery, created a 
system of checks and balances to inhibit governance by another tyrant, such as the Duke of York, 
and they added a Bill of Rights. 

In contrast, the Duke, as a “top down” absolutist ruler, steadfastly opposed representative 
government and a Charter of Liberties sought by the people. 

This is the Duke of York America chooses to “honor” in the names of America’s leading 
financial city, county, and state and the name of the state capitol. 

The name of the Duke of York continues with prominence and honor in America today.  
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REMNANTS OF SLAVERY: INTOLERABLE DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION  

Momentous remnants of slavery remain in America today, despite official segregation’s 
end with the Civil Rights Laws of the 1960s and the decision of the Supreme Court in Brown v. 
Board of Education holding that segregated schools violated the Constitution.978  

Despite the Supreme Court’s decision, one of the most significant remnants of slavery, a 
“badge” of slavery—continued outrageous discrimination in education—still lies at the core of 
America’s severe racial inequalities.  

Today’s vigilantes attacking protestors against 
police killings are descendants of the slave society. 
So are those who—while convincing themselves, as 
did many abolitionists, of their deep sympathy for 
African-Americans—refuse to consider the 
destructive impacts of the denial of adequate 
educations to many African-Americans. They 
continuously fail to act against it.  

The dismal performance of America’s schools 
for disadvantaged youth translates directly into rampant employment, income, and wealth 
inequities for many African-Americans. In turn, those provide the origins of enormous housing, 
health care, retirement, and other inequities.  

For emphasis, the bedrock of all of those injustices is profound racial inequality in 
education.  

From the time that captive Africans were taken off the slave ships through more than 200 
years of slavery, through the period of explicit school segregation, through the period after 
Brown v. Board of Education, through the enactment of the 1960s Civil Rights Laws, to the 
present, African-Americans have never—never—had anything approaching equal access to 
education. 

The Slave Society Forbade Slave Education 

During slavery, it was illegal in slave states to teach slaves to read or write. Sometimes the 
prohibition extended even to “free” African-Americans.  

White Americans feared educated slaves. Slave holders harbored numerous concerns about 
slaves who could read and write: Slaves might forge “passes” allowing them to venture from 
their masters’ premises; educated slaves might be more likely to run away, especially since, 
being able to read, they could function better in society; after reading “subversive literature,” 

 
 

978 Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954). 

BADGE OF SLAVERY 

“Any visible trace of slavery, such as racial 
discrimination in public education.” 

“Badge of Slavery definitions,” Webster’s New 
World Law Dictionary Copyright© 2010 by Wiley 
Publishing, Inc., Hoboken, New Jersey, quoted at 
www.yourdictionary.com/badge-of-slavery, 
accessed Sept. 16, 2020 
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educated slaves might be more inclined to desire freedom and less inclined to submit to their fate 
or their masters’ commands; and educated slaves might be inclined to revolt—the greatest white 
fear of all! 

Illustrating the extensive denial of education to slaves, and even “free” African-Americans, 
in his 1856 legal treatise on slave laws, Philadelphia Judge George Stroud cites and quotes a 
number of statutes.  

The following are excerpts of statutory information Judge George Stroud provides from 
laws in South Carolina:979 

Legislation on this subject began in South Carolina at a comparatively early date. By 
act of 1740 it was enacted as follows:—“Whereas the having of slaves taught to write, or 
suffering them to be employed in writing, may be attended with great inconveniences, Be it 
enacted, That all and every person and 
persons whatsoever who shall hereafter 
teach or cause any slave or slaves to be 
taught to write, or shall use or employ any 
slave as a scribe in any manner of writing 
hereafter taught to write, every such person 
or persons shall for every such offence 
forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds 
current money.” …  

Demonstrating slave holders’ 
seriousness in preventing slaves from 
learning to read or write, Judge Stroud 
continues by citing later laws prohibiting 
slaves from gathering for the purpose of 
“mental instruction,” to the extent of 
requiring magistrates “to break doors,” if 
necessary, in order to terminate slave 
education sessions:980  

This was followed, in 1800, (leaving 
the act of 1740 also in force,) by this 
enactment:—“Assemblies of slaves, free negroes, mulattoes and mestizoes, whether 
composed of all or any of such description of persons, or of all or any of the same and of a 
proportion of white persons, met together for the purpose of mental instruction in a 
confined or secret place, &c. &c., are declared to be an unlawful meeting; and magistrates 
are hereby required, &c., to enter into such confined places, &c. &c., to break doors, &c. if 
resisted, and to disperse such slaves, free negroes, &c. &c.; and the officer dispersing such 
unlawful assemblage may inflict such corporal punishment, not exceeding twenty lashes 

 
 

979 Stroud, at 60. Citations omitted. Emphasis in original.  

980 Stroud, at 60. Citations omitted. Emphasis in original. 

NORTH CAROLINA LAW 

“Any free person who shall hereafter teach, or attempt to 
teach, any slave within this state to read or write, the use 
of figures excepted, or shall give or sell to such slave or 
slaves any books or pamphlets, shall be liable to 
indictment, &c.; and upon conviction shall, at the 
discretion of the court, if a white man or woman, be fined 
not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than two 
hundred dollars, or imprisoned; and if a free person of 
colour, shall be fined, imprisoned or whipped, at the 
discretion of the court, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, 
nor less than twenty lashes. … And for a similar offence 
as to instruction, a slave shall receive thirty-nine lashes 
on his or her bare back.” 

G. Stroud, A sketch of the laws relating to slavery in the 
several states of the United States of America at 61 (H. 
Longstreth, 1856), available from the Library of Congress at 
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library. Emphasis in original. 
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upon such slaves, free negroes, &c., as they may judge necessary for DETERRING THEM 

FROM THE LIKE UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLAGE IN FUTURE.” …  

Judge Stroud then cites a prohibition against slaves gathering for “mental instruction,” 
“even in company with white persons:”981 

another section of the same act declares “That it shall not be lawful for any number of 
slaves, free negroes, mulattoes or mestizoes, even in company with white persons, to meet 
together for the purpose of mental instruction, either before the rising of the sun, or after 
the going down of the same.” …  

He quotes a Virginia law applicable to the 
education of “negros,” not limited to slaves. The 
law required officers to “seize any negro” 
receiving an education, and imposed jail terms and 
substantial fines on whites instructing “negros:”982 

In Virginia, according to the Code of 1849, 
“Every assemblage of negroes for the purpose of instruction in reading or writing shall be 
an unlawful assembly. Any justice may issue his warrant to any officer or other person, 
requiring him to enter any place where such assemblage may be, and seize any negro 
therein; and he or any other justice may order such negro to be punished with stripes.  

“If a white person assemble with negroes for the purpose of instructing them to read or 
write, he shall be confined to jail not exceeding six months, and fined not exceeding one 
hundred dollars.” 

Judge Stroud cites additional laws in Georgia, North Carolina, Louisiana, and Alabama 
imposing a variety of punishments against whites and “free” African-Americans, including fines 
of hundreds of dollars (in today’s money, many thousands) or imprisonment up to a year or both 
for teaching slaves to read or write. “Free” African-Americans and slaves receiving instruction 
were subject to additional punishments, such as up to 39 lashes.983 

Black abolitionist, David Walker, described the denial of education to slaves, as follows:984 

It is a fact, that in our Southern and Western States, there are millions who hold us in 
chains or in slavery, whose greatest object and glory, is centered in keeping us sunk in the 
most profound ignorance and stupidity, to make us work without remunerations for our 
services. Many of whom if they catch a coloured person, whom they hold in unjust 
ignorance, slavery and degradation, to them and their children, with a book in his hand, will 

 
 

981 Stroud, at 60. Citations omitted. Emphasis in original. 

982 Stroud, at 60-61. Citations omitted. Emphasis in original. 

983 Stroud, at 60-63. Citations omitted. Emphasis in original. 

984 Walker, at 59.  

FINES IN CURRENT DOLLARS 

Using the inflation conversion rate of 33, a fine of 
$100 for teaching a slave to read would be the 
equivalent of $3,300 today. 
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beat him nearly to death. I heard a wretch in the state of North Carolina said, that if any 
man would teach a black person whom he held in slavery, to spell, read or write, he would 
prosecute him to the very extent of 
the law.—Said the ignorant wretch, 
“a Nigar, ought not to have any more 
sense than enough to work for his 
master.”  

That basic principle is also stated 
by William Goodell, as follows:985 

The Slave not being regarded as 
a member of Society, nor as a human 
being, the Government, instead of 
providing for his education, takes 
care to forbid it, as being 
inconsistent with the condition of 
chattelhood. 

America’s Educational Emergency  

Maintaining slaves in an uneducated state was official government policy during slavery.  

Educational inequality remains America’s effective official governmental policy today at 
the federal, state and local levels.  

Of course, that statement will give birth to great cries of wounded rage. Yet, examine the 
facts. Then, consider where and when you have heard anyone propose to undertake fundamental 
change of America’s education system other than to heave yet more dollars to incompetent and 
wasteful school districts that have never performed satisfactorily. 

There is a true national educational emergency, except that no one declares it, and it has 
been in effect for more than 350 years. Given its heavy impact throughout the daily lives of 
many millions of African-Americans, it is the most serious civil rights issue confronting America 
today, but it remains virtually unacknowledged at official government levels. In that vein, the 

 
 

985 Goodell, at 319.  

FREDERICK DOUGLASS 

“While I lived with my master in St. Michael’s, there was a 
white young man, a Mr. Wilson, who proposed to keep a Sabbath 
school for the instruction of such slaves as might be disposed to 
learn to read the New Testament. We met but three times, when Mr. 
West and Mr. Fairbanks … with many others, came upon us with 
sticks and other missiles, drove us off, and forbade us to meet 
again. Thus ended our little Sabbath school in the pious town of St. 
Michael’s.” 

F. Douglass, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass at 55 (1845), 
available from the Library of Congress at 
www.hathitrust.org/digital_library. 
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Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in 2020 that “a basic minimum education” giving access to 
literacy is a fundamental right protected by the 
Constitution.986 

Education has been disregarded as an issue in 
the face of police violence protests. Those certainly 
are important. Yet, without taking away from the 
significance of the protests, they will not create jobs 
for African-Americans. They will not eradicate 
income or wealth disparities. They will not improve 
access to decent housing, adequate health care, or 
sufficient retirement programs. 

Education has the potential to do all of that.  

If America were to “pay reparations,” 
educational reform is the place to spend the money. 
It would provide remedial assistance to the current 
victims of active discrimination—those who are 
suffering genuine harm today.  

The educational emergency begins with the 
extremely low proficiencies of African-American 
students in reading and math at levels far below the 
proficiencies of white students. Even white students, 
however, fare poorly. Staggeringly, far fewer than 
half of American students are proficient in those subject areas987—a shocking statistic that 
should be ringing alarm bells loudly. Yet, the “bells” are simply tinkling.  

 
 

986 Gary B., et al., v. Whitmer, Case No. 18-1855/1871 (Sixth Cir., 2020). The State of Michigan settled 
the litigation with the Plaintiffs. Strauss, “Michigan settles historic lawsuit after court rules students 
have a constitutional right to a ‘basic’ education, including literacy” (Wash. Post, May 14, 2020) at 
www.washingtonpost.com/education/2020/05/14/michigan-settles-historic-lawsuit-after-court-rules-
students-have-constitutional-right-basic-education-including-literacy/, accessed Sept. 28, 2020. 

987 Bloomberg.com Editorial Board, “Biden Shouldn’t Let Teachers Unions Hold Students Back” (July 
16, 2020) at www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-07-16/biden-shouldn-t-let-teachers-unions-
dictate-education-policy, accessed Sept. 27, 2020 (“Bloomberg Editorial Board”); “The Nation’s 
Report Card: How Did U.S. Students Perform on the Most Recent Assessment?” (Public Schools Only 
vs. Private Schools Only) at www.nation’s reportcard.gov, accessed Sept. 16, 2020. 

U.S. EDUCATION’S FAILING GRADES 

The following information is derived from data 
reported for 2019 in student reading achievement 
(2015 for high school students), reflecting 
worsening scores from 2017 for 4th and 8th grade 
students: 

4th Grade—65% below proficient 

8th Grade—66% below proficient 

12th Grade—63% below proficient 

The 4th and 8th grade levels were slightly better 
than in 1992. High school levels were “not 
measurably different from 2013,” but were lower 
than in 1992. 

Levels for black students not only were lower than 
levels for white students, but were even lower than 
for “High Poverty” households overall. 

National Assessment of Educational Progress, Institute 
of Education Sciences, “The Condition of Education 
2020” (May 2020) at 69-70, 80-81 at 
nces.ed.gov/pubs2020/2020144.pdf, accessed Sept. 16, 
2020 
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African-American students fare far worse than do white students. The educational gap is 
indicated by the following table comparing white and black percentages of 4th and 8th grade 
students at or above proficiency levels in reading in 2015:988 

READING 

Grade White Black 

4 46 18 

8 44 16 

MATH 

Grade White Black 

4 51 19 

8 43 13 

 
How can American schools claim validity when only 16% of 8th grade African-American 

students—less than one out of six—are proficient in reading, and only 13%—less than one out of 
seven—are proficient in math?  

The educational inadequacy for African-American students cannot be more dire. It is not 
possible for employment, income, and wealth for many African-Americans to be acceptable in 
the face of such extreme school failures!  

There also is a reason why disadvantaged families are unable to provide the same level of 
student support as are other families—the schools badly discriminated against the parents and 
grandparents in those disadvantaged families when the parents and grandparents attended school 
in the past. As a result, many of the families lack the background necessary to provide full 
educational support to their children. The disadvantage of educational discrimination is 
transmitted from one generation to the next, and then to the next. 

District school apologists often use that past discrimination against earlier generations as 
yet another excuse for the district school failures. The claim is that the families, not the schools, 
are at fault for the low test scores of African-American children. Using that excuse, district 
schools discriminate against the current generation of students.  

The pattern must be broken. Otherwise, the disadvantage will be transferred indefinitely, 
just as it has been for hundreds of years past. 

The record of significant success in certain urban charter schools demonstrates that, with 
appropriate fundamental changes in educational curricula and teaching techniques, the 

 
 

988 “The Nation’s Report Card, National Results Overview,” at 
www.nationsreportcard.gov/reading_math_2015/#?grade=4, accessed Sept. 14, 2020. 
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performance of African-American children can be enhanced considerably and the gap in test 
scores can be minimized or potentially even eliminated.989 

To help the families, action should extend as well to remedial education for parents of 
disadvantaged students who themselves were denied adequate educations.  

The problem is magnified by the high level of single-family families in the African-
American community, constituting two-thirds of African-Americans households, according to 
the Annie E. Casey Foundation.990 That means many students have even less support as single 
parents, often having experienced teen pregnancies, 
struggle to earn a living. This is another remnant of 
slavery, as slave holders both encouraged, even 
pressured, young slave girls to breed and destroyed 
slave families, disregarding the important value of 
two-parent families.  

How is it possible that America can remain 
silent in the face of such educational failures? How 
can America’s politicians, schools, and educators 
remain so unresponsive? 

Yet, there is a significant unwillingness—including by many who proudly flaunt their 
purported sympathies for African-Americans and for Black Lives Matter—to do what is 
necessary to remedy the cavernous educational gap.  

That ignores the strong hunger of the African-Americans community for school choice. 
Repeatedly, polls of African-Americans have shown that substantial majorities, both nationally 
and in specific states, consistently favor school choice for both charter schools and vouchers, 
generally by majorities approaching, and in many polls significantly exceeding, 60%.991 

 
 

989 See “—Charter Schools’ Competition Is Constructive Disruptive Innovation” below. 

990 “Children in single-parent families by race in the United States” at 
datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/107-children-in-single-parent-families-
by#detailed/1/any/false/37,871,870,573,869,36,868,867,133,38/10,11,9,12,1,185,13/432,431, accessed 
Sept. 16, 2020. 

991 “African-American support of charter schools” at www.federationforchildren.org/african-american-
support-charter-schools, accessed Sept. 27, 2020; “African Americans Speak for Themselves: Most 
Want School Choice” at www.cato.org/blog/african-americans-speak-themselves-most-want-school-
choice, accessed Sept. 27, 2020; “Poll: Support for School Choice Spiked 10 Percent among Public 
School Families during Covid Shutdown” at www.nationalreview.com/news/poll-support-for-school-
choice-spiked-10-percent-among-public-school-families-during-covid-shutdown, accessed Sept. 27, 
2020. 

SHOCKING WEALTH DISPARITY 

“The typical black household headed by someone 
with an advanced degree has less wealth than a 
white household with only a high school diploma.” 

Long and Van Dam, “The black-white economic divide is 
as wide as it was in 1968” (Wash. Post, June 4, 2020) at 
www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/04/economic
-divide-black-households, accessed Nov. 12, 2020 



The Father of America’s Slave Society 

-439- 

When it comes to making a choice between, on one hand, supporting teachers’ unions, 
which provide a largesse in the form of political contributions for the benefit of district board 
members and other politicians at all levels of government, and on the other hand, supporting 
African-Americans who vote, the unions win every time. School districts and politicians would 
throw African-American voters under the bus at the snap of the fingers rather than offend 
teachers’ unions. 

As a result, day after day, bit by bit, the lives and futures of millions of African-American 
children are steadily destroyed. It happened to their 
parents. It happened to their grandparents. It 
happened to their great grandparents and to others 
before them. Now, it is happening to today’s 
children. 

Money Alone Is Not the Answer 

It is time for concerned Americans to press for 
meaningful change and to end educational racism in 
America as a remnant of slavery. 

The answer is not more money alone. It 
requires genuine fundamental educational reform. 

As Bloomberg.com’s Editorial Board states:992  

The need for reform is clear—and lack of 
money, overall, is not the main impediment. Per-
pupil spending in the U.S. is among the highest in 
the world, but the country is getting a very poor 
return. …  

According to Dr. Patrick Wolf of the University 
of Arkansas and Dr. Anna Egalite of North Carolina 
State University, on a “[r]eal, inflation-adjusted” 
basis, spending in America “on K-12 education has increased almost 300 percent since 1971.” 
Nevertheless, despite that enormous increase in expenditures, student test scores on the National 
Assessment of Education Progress have been largely stagnant. Drs. Wolf and Egalite state: 
“Over the past 30 years, … 17-year olds, who are nearer to the end of the knowledge production 
process, have gained very little … .”993 

 
 

992 Bloomberg.com Editorial Board. 

993 Wolf and Egalite, “Pursuing Innovation: How Can Educational Choice Transform K-12 Education in 
the U.S.?” at 3 (Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice, Apr. 2016) at 
eric.ed.gov/?id=ED570184, accessed Sept. 16, 2020) “Wolf and Egalite”). 

U.S. STUDENT PERFORMANCE—
INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS 

U.S Rank Range: 

Reading: 12 

Math: 25 

Science: 20 

Examples of countries ranking in 2003 higher 
than, or on a par with, the U.S. in all three subject 
areas include: Macao, Lichtenstein, Finland, South 
Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, Switzerland, 
New Zealand, Ireland, France, Sweden, and 
Poland. Countries so ranking in at least one 
subject area include: Hungary, Czech Republic, 
Slovak Republic, Germany, Iceland, Spain, 
Luxembourg, Norway, Austria, Denmark, and 
Latvia. 

“International Comparison of Math, Reading, and 
Science Skills Among 15-Year-Olds” at 
www.infoplease.com/us/education/international-
comparison-math-reading-and- science-skills, accessed 
Sept. 16, 2020. 
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Naomi Schaefer Riley states in a Wall Street Journal commentary that:994  

On the International Adult Literacy Survey, Americans went from being No. 1 for children 
who were educated in the 1950s to fifth for those in the ’70s and 14th in the ’90s. And 
things have only gotten worse. Between 2002 and 2015, American schoolchildren went 
from a ranking of 15th to 24th in reading on the Program for International Student 
Assessment.  

In summary, simply spending more money, by itself, has proved to be ineffective without 
fundamental structural changes in the education system. Incompetent and wasteful school boards 
do not suddenly become more competent and effective when they receive more money. Money 
has not brought about the needed transformations, after decades of inadequate performance.  

Wealth Inequality Has Increased Since Enactment of the Civil Rights Laws 

Despite the progress accomplished through the Civil Rights Laws enacted in the 1960s, 
racial income and wealth inequality have increased in America. That has occurred despite five 
decades of legislation, affirmative action, and prosecution of discrimination cases in the courts. 

The Washington Post reports that “In many ways, the gap between the finances of blacks 
and whites is still as wide in 2020 as it was in 
1968.” The Post adds that “In 1968, a typical 
middle-class black household had $6,674 in wealth 
compared with $70,786 for the typical middle-class 
white household, according to data from the 
historical Survey of Consumer Finances that has 
been adjusted for inflation. In 2016, the typical 
middle-class black household had $13,024 in wealth 
versus $149,703 for the median white household, an 
even larger gap in percentage terms.” 995 The Urban 
Institute reports similar wealth disparity data, 
adding that “Income inequality can worsen wealth 
inequality because the income people have 
available to save and invest matters. Focusing on private income, such as earnings and dividends, 
plus cash government benefits, we see that the income of families near the top increased 

 
 

994 Riley, “Bad Teaching Is Tearing America Apart” (Wall St. J., Sept. 11, 2020) at 
www.wsj.com/articles/bad-teaching-is-tearing-america-apart-11599857351. 

995 Long and Van Dam, “The black-white economic divide is as wide as it was in 1968” (Wash. Post, June 
4, 2020) at www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/04/economic-divide-black-households, 
accessed Sept. 27, 2020. 

EXPANDING SCHOOL CHOICE OPTIONS 

 Charter Schools 

 Home Schooling with Online Courses  

 Home Schooling without Online Courses 

 Home Schooling for Combined Families with 
Professional Teachers 

 Private Schools with Vouchers 

 Section 529 and Similar Plans 
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roughly 90 percent from 1963 to 2016, while the income of families at the bottom increased less 
than 10 percent.”996  

Forbes.com states that “The wealth gap in America has been growing since at least the 
1970s as income levels stagnated for lower and middle class households while continuing to 
grow for households at the top of the spectrum.” Forbes summarizes with the observation that “in 
1968, the median black household had just 9.4% of the wealth of the median white household, 
according to Fed data. Yet by 2016, that ratio had fallen to just 8.7%.”997 

While some individuals are able to escape poverty, without access to equality in education 
and in the absence of improvements in education, most African-Americans are greatly hampered 
in seeking better lives. 

Charter Schools’ Competition Is Constructively Disruptive Innovation 

Competition promotes innovation as the competitors seek advantages against their rivals. 
That general principle operates in education, as well as across the board in professional activities. 
Competitors will experiment to improve their 
services. 

Without competition, district schools are 
largely governmental monopolies lacking 
motivation to make fundamental changes. 

Just as government, through the Duke of York, 
enacted and promoted true American slavery, many 
of America’s school districts, as near monopolistic 
governmental entities, are preserving inequality as a 
critical remnant of slavery. 

The goal of encouraging competing educational approaches is to encourage innovation 
leading to educational improvement. This is known as “disruptive innovation.” It is extremely 
valuable.  

Nongovernmental competitors who fail to innovate, and to adopt successful innovation 
originating elsewhere, will fail and will exit business. In the case of failing district schools, 
however, politicians provide continued funding from governmental resources enabling even 
failing schools to remain in operation to the great disadvantage of African-American students 

 
 

996 “Nine Charts about Wealth Inequality in America” (Updated) at apps.urban.org/features/wealth-
inequality-charts/, accessed Sept. 16, 2020. 

997 Hansen, “Here’s What The Racial Wealth Gap In America Looks Like Today” at 
www.forbes.com/sites/sarahhansen/2020/06/05/heres-what-the-racial-wealth-gap-in-america-looks-
like-today/#3be6c333164c, accessed Sept.16, 2020. 

DISRUPTIVE INNOVATION 

“Disruptive Innovation refers to a technology 
whose application significantly affects the way a 
market or industry functions. An example of 
modern disruptive innovation is the Internet, 
which significantly altered the way companies did 
business and which negatively impacted 
companies that were unwilling to adapt to it.” 

“Disruptive Innovation” at 
www.investopedia.com/terms/d/disruptive-
innovation.asp, accessed Sept. 14, 2020. 



The Father of America’s Slave Society 

-442- 

who do not have access to school choice. A preferable alternative is to turn to competing 
alternatives. 

Smartphones are an example of constructive disruption. Until smartphones emerged only a 
little more than a decade ago, the Blackberry was the dominant mobile communication device. 
Smartphones, however, introduced many new ideas, such as internet access and a wide variety of 
personal convenience tools and apps, that quickly became the technology of choice.  

The same principle operates in education in those instances when politicians allow 
competition. Charter schools and vouchers that can be used at private schools can facilitate 
students’ moves to superior alternatives. 

Although district schools and charter 
schools overall produce similar achievement 
results,998 the competition is constructive. Some 
charter schools are beginning to produce 
remarkably positive innovative results 
specifically for African-American children.  

Evidence shows that some charter schools 
are accomplishing this by creating new 
approaches to education that district schools 
will not, or due to regulatory restrictions and 
teachers’ union contracts, are prohibited from 
adopting. 

A key reason for charter school existence 
is to escape teachers’ union dominance and 
political restrictions on experimentation.  

The mere availability of competition can induce some district schools to make certain 
beneficial changes. Dr. Patrick Wolf of the University of Arkansas and Dr. Anna Egalite of 
North Carolina State University summarize the results of “42 evaluations of the effects of 
school-choice competition on the performance of affected public schools.” They conclude that 
30 of the studies found “that increased competitive pressure results in statistically significant 
achievement gains for at least some district schools in some subject areas” when competition 
occurred primarily through charter schools, vouchers, or tax-credit scholarships.999 They also 
found that “the positive effect of competition from charters, vouchers, and tax-credit scholarship 

 
 

998 Cohodes, “Charter Schools and the Achievement Gap” at 4 (The Future of Children, Princeton-
Brookings, Winter 2018) at futureofchildren.princeton.edu/news/charter-schools-and-achievement-
gap#:~:text=Charter Schools and the Achievement Gap, accessed Sept. 27, 2020 (“Cohodes”). 

999 Wolf and Egalite, at 1, 18-22, 32. 

“NO EXCUSES” CURRICULUM FACTORS IN NYC 

 Intensive teacher observation 

 Intensive teacher training 

 Data-driven instruction 

 Increased instructional time 

 Intensive tutoring during the school day 

 Culture of high expectations 

Cohodes, “Charter Schools and the Achievement Gap” 
at 8, 10 (The Future of Children, Princeton-Brookings, 
Winter 2018) at 
futureofchildren.princeton.edu/news/charter-schools-
and-achievement-gap#:~:text=Charter Schools and the 
Achievement Gap, accessed Sept. 27, 2020 
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programs on public school performance has been the strongest when the intensity of competition 
has increased dramatically.”10001001 

That is yielding positive results for African-American children. In a study titled “Charter 
Schools and the Achievement Gap,” Dr. Sarah Cohodes of Teachers College at Columbia 
University notes that “charter schools have 
flexibility in regulation.”1002 Dr. Cohodes states that 
“a subset of charter schools has significant positive 
impacts on student outcomes. These are typically 
urban charter schools serving minority and low 
income students that use a no excuses 
curriculum.1003  

Dr. Cohodes points out that charter school 
students in urban areas where attendance rolls are 
over-subscribed are selected by lottery, not by 
student selectivity.1004 Dr. Cohodes concludes that 
charter schools did not achieve superior student 
performance as a result of either manipulation of admission lotteries or differences in the 
characteristics of student bodies.1005 

She adds that, with the improvement in achievement, longer-term results are also beginning 
to be evidenced: “Where it’s possible to look at longer-term outcomes, the same schools that 
have beneficial impacts on test scores also boost college preparation and college-going 
outcomes.”1006  

 
 

1000 Wolf and Egalite, at 23. 

1001 See, however, “—School Districts, Teachers’ Unions, and Politicians Block Progress” below. 

1002 Dr. Cohodes is quoted in Anderson, “Harvard EdCast: Replicating Effective Charter School Practice” 
(Feb. 20, 2019) at www.gse.harvard.edu/news/19/02/harvard-edcast-replicating-effective-charter-
school-practice, accessed Sept. 27, 2020. 

1003 Cohodes, at 3.  

1004 Cohodes, at 2. Emphasis added. 

1005 Cohodes, at 4, 11. 

1006 Cohodes, at 7. 

FACTORS NOT POSITIVELY  
CORRELATED WITH EFFECTIVENESS 

 Per-pupil spending 

 Student-teacher ratios 

Cohodes, “Charter Schools and the Achievement Gap” 
at 8 (The Future of Children, Princeton-Brookings, 
(Winter 2018) at 
futureofchildren.princeton.edu/news/charter-schools-
and-achievement-gap#:~:text=Charter Schools and the 
Achievement Gap, Sept. 27, 2020 
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Innovations by urban charter schools in Boston that produced “positive school impacts” 
through a “no excuses” approach to education were: “discipline, uniforms and student 
participation.”1007  

She describes greater teacher oversight and higher expectations for both teachers and 
students:1008 

No excuses schools emphasize high expectations for both academics and behavior, 
longer school days and years, and frequent observations of teachers to give feedback, 
tutoring, and data-driven instruction that uses assessment to frequently update teachers. 

Thus, innovations by urban charter schools in 
New York City that apply a “no excuses” approach to 
education were: “intensive teacher observation and 
training, data-driven instruction, increased 
instructional time, intensive tutoring, and a culture of 
high expectations.”1009  

She adds: 1010  

One charter school practice stood out: high-
quality tutoring. Many high-quality charter schools 
require intensive tutoring as a means of remediation 
and learning, often incorporating one-on-one or 
small group tutoring into the school day rather than 
as an add-on or optional activity. 

In effect, it appears that, by intensive tutoring 
during the school day or otherwise, the charter schools are serving as the support that many 
parents, having been denied educations themselves and often working two jobs, are unable to 
provide. 

Dr. Cohodes concludes that the charter school improvements “can have transformative 
effects on individual students’ lives” and “reduce achievement gaps.”1011 

 
 

1007 Cohodes, at 8. 

1008 Cohodes, at 6. 

1009 Cohodes, at 8, 10. 

1010 Cohodes, at 10. 

1011 Cohodes, at 14. 

SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS OF  
“NO EXCUSES CURRICULUM” 

“Three years attending one of these high 
performing charter schools produces test-score 
gains about the size of the black-white test-score 
gap. The best evidence we have so far suggests 
that these test-score gains will translate into 
beneficial effects on outcomes like college-going, 
teen pregnancy, and incarceration.” 

Cohodes, “Charter Schools and the Achievement Gap” 
at 14 (The Future of Children, Princeton-Brookings, 
Winter 2018) at 
futureofchildren.princeton.edu/news/charter-schools-
and-achievement-gap#:~:text=Charter Schools and the 
Achievement Gap, accessed Sept. 27, 2020 
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Dr. Anna Egalite concludes in “The National Charter School Landscape” that:1012 

The vast majority of lottery-based 
studies have been conducted in urban 
centers, where the number of student 
applications to charter schools far exceeds 
the number of seats available. This generates 
a treatment group and a comparison group 
that are identical, on average, in terms of 
both observable (e.g., family background) 
and unobservable (e.g., motivation) 
characteristics. Studies from these locations 
have revealed statistically significant, large, 
and educationally meaningful achievement 
gains for lottery winners. Particularly 
dramatic gains have been observed for 
disadvantaged students, students of color, 
and English language learners. 

Dr. M. Danish Shakeel and Dr. Paul E. 
Peterson of Harvard University report charter 
school achievement gains in a paper titled 
“Charter Schools Show Steeper Upward 
Trend in Student Achievement than District 
Schools.” They state that:1013 

The biggest gains are for African 
Americans and for students of low 
socioeconomic status attending charter 
schools. When we adjust for changes in 
student background characteristics, we find 
that two-thirds of the relative gain in the charter sector cannot be explained by demography. 
In other words, the pace of change is more rapid either because the charter sector, relative 
to the district sector, is attracting a more proficient set of students in ways that cannot be 
detected by demographic characteristics, or because charter schools and their teachers are 
doing a better job of teaching students. 

 
 

1012 Egalite, “The National Charter School Landscape” at 19 (Hoover Institution, July 1, 2020) at 
www.hoover.org/research/national-charter-school-landscape, accessed Sept. 27, 2020 (“Egalite”). 
Footnote omitted. Emphasis added. 

1013 Shakeel and Peterson, “Charter Schools Show Steeper Upward Trend in Student Achievement than 
District Schools” (updated Sept. 8, 2020) at www.educationnext.org/charter-schools-show-steeper-
upward-trend-student-achievement-first-nationwide-study/, accessed Sept. 27, 2020 (“Shakeel and 
Peterson”). Emphasis added. 

LARGEST CHARTER SCHOOL GAINS ARE FOR  
DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS 

“[A] subset of charter schools has significant positive 
impacts on student outcomes. These are typically urban 
charter schools serving minority and low income students 
that use a no excuses curriculum.” 

Dr. Sarah Cohodes quoted in Anderson, “Harvard EdCast: 
Replicating Effective Charter School Practice” at 19 
www.gse.harvard.edu/news/19/02/harvard-edcast-replicating-
effective-charter-school-practice (Feb. 20, 2019) 

“Particularly dramatic gains have been observed for 
disadvantaged students, students of color, and English 
language learners.” 

Egalite, “The National Charter School Landscape” (Hoover 
Institution, July 1, 2020) at 
www.hoover.org/research/national-charter-school-landscape 

“The biggest gains are for African Americans and for 
students of low socioeconomic status attending charter 
schools.” 

Shakeel and Peterson, “Charter Schools Show Steeper Upward 
trend in Student Achievement that District Schools” at 
www.educationnext.org/charter-schools-show-steeper-upward-
trend-student-achievement-first-nationwide-study/ (updated 
Sept. 8, 2020) 
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Shakeel and Peterson add that “Test performance for African Americans improved over 
time at both district and charter schools, but the 
trend was far more dramatic at charters. This is 
especially noteworthy as one in three charter 
students is African American.”1014  

District Schools, Teachers’ Unions,  
and Politicians Block Progress 

Although Dr. Cohodes suggests that 
district schools should adopt the “no excuses 
curriculum” innovations,1015 and of course they 
should, there is little evidence that many district 
schools actually would do so.  

The political resistance is adamant against 
providing equitable access to educational 
choice.  

Much of the resistance derives from 
teachers’ unions,1016 which are able to dominate 
many school boards through the electoral 
process. Schools governed by elected school 
boards are vulnerable to political dominance by 
substantial political contributors. Many public 
citizens do not contribute significantly to the 
election of school board members. Instead, 
teachers’ unions and other parties seeking 
contracts, are often the primary sources of those 
political contributions. The elected board 
members then are less likely to negotiate diligently with those parties in entering into contracts.  

As a result, teachers unions often resist educational improvements, such as greater 
accountability and charter schools.1017 Yet, those lead to enhanced student performance.  

 
 

1014 Shakeel and Peterson  

1015 Cohodes, at 14. 

1016 Bloomberg.com Editorial Board. 

1017 Bloomberg.com Editorial Board. 

RACIAL EDUCATIONAL DISPARITY EXAMPLES 

 “African American students are often located in 
schools with less qualified teachers, teachers with 
lower salaries and novice teachers.” 

 “Research has shown evidence of systematic bias in 
teacher expectations for African American students 
and non-black teachers were found to have lower 
expectations of black students than black teachers.” 

 “African-American students are less likely than white 
students to have access to college-ready courses.” 

 “African American students are less likely to be 
college-ready.” 

 “Students of color are often concentrated in schools 
with fewer resources.” 

 “The 12th grade assessment also show[s] alarming 
disparities …, with only seven percent of black 
students performing at or above proficient on the math 
exam in 2015, compared to 32 percent for white 
students.” 

 “There is a clear lack of black representation in school 
personnel.” 

“K-12 Disparity Facts and Statistics” at uncf.org/pages/K-12-
Disparity-Facts-and-stats, accessed Sept. 14, 2020 
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During the pandemic, a new form of home schooling spread. The approach combines a 
number of home schooling students, such as five to ten, in one location with professional 
teachers. The funding comes from funding to cooperative charter schools. Because of the 
reduced overhead costs, teachers can be paid more 
than in traditional schools. Teachers unions felt 
threatened, however, warning that the improved 
education the students received would widen the 
education gap.1018 The logical response for a 
successful innovation would seem to be to extend it 
also to disadvantaged students. 

Teachers’ unions are likely to object strongly to 
intensive teacher oversight, incentive pay for excellent 
teachers, intensive teacher training,1019 incentive pay 
for specially-trained teachers working in 
disadvantaged schools,1020 longer teaching hours, and 
intensive tutoring during the school day or after school 
hours in addition to other teaching duties, all factors contributing to charter schools’ success. 
That is why these common sense techniques have not been used in district schools in the first 
place and why the source of innovation is not the district school sector. 

Dr. Cohodes describes politicians’ focus on benefits for adults—teachers and school 
managers—as opposed to educational growth for children:1021  

It’s a situation where we know more about how charters are doing, but a lot of what 
politics are about is not about the educational experiences of children in school[.] It’s about 

 
 

1018 Kaufman, “The Teacher Union’s Tiny New Enemy: The behemoth National Education Association 
seeks to squash popular pandemic microschools” (Wall St. J., Oct. 14, 2020) at 
www.wsj.com/articles/the-teachers-unions-tiny-new-enemy-11602709305, accessed Oct. 17, 2020.  

1019 See, e.g., Morrar and Reese, “Inexperienced teachers are often sent to low-income schools in 
Sacramento. Why that Matters” (Sacramento Bee, Feb.13, 2020) at www.sacbee.com/ 
article239922318.html (printed copy). 

1020 See, e.g., “Our Say: Everybody’s wrong in Anne Arundel County teachers union dispute” (Capital 
Gazette, Oct. 2, 2017) at www.capitalgazette.com/opinion/our-say/ac-ce-our-say-20171002-story.html, 
accessed Sept. 17, 2020, stating: “Expelled from the Teachers Association of Anne Arundel County in 
May, the outspoken Annapolis High School teacher wants a state labor board to overturn her union’s 
rare decision to throw her out. The union claims Moesel used her position as an association 
representative at Annapolis High to further her ‘personal agenda.’ This included ‘ingratiating’ herself 
with County Executive Steve Schuh and negotiating to keep incentives for teachers at Annapolis High 
that the union and the county school system had agreed to end.” 

1021 Dr. Cohodes is quoted in Anderson, “Harvard EdCast: Replicating Effective Charter School Practice” 
(Feb. 20, 2019) at www.gse.harvard.edu/news/19/02/harvard-edcast-replicating-effective-charter-
school-practice, accessed Sept. 27, 2020. 

SCHOOL CHOICE POPULATION PROPORTIONS 

 Charter schools—5% 

 Homeschooling—3% 

 Private schools—10% 

Cohodes, “Charter Schools and the Achievement Gap” 
at 1 (The Future of Children, Princeton-Brookings, 
Winter 2018) at 
futureofchildren.princeton.edu/news/charter-schools-
and-achievement-gap#:~:text=Charter Schools and the 
Achievement Gap, accessed Sept. 27, 2020 
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what’s happening for adults in terms of teachers, what’s happening in terms of funding, 
what’s happening in terms of unionization, what’s happening in terms of support or lack of 
support for traditional public school districts . … I think we’ve seen a lot of change. A lot 
of information but think there is still not a settled political question. A lot is about politics 
and not what’s happening in school. 

Dr. Egalite agrees:1022 

Political resistance to charter schools is fueled, in part, by teachers’ unions. Labor 
unions often work in tandem with other organizations and groups, including school 
districts, as political opponents fighting charter school expansion on four fronts: in the 
legislature, in the courts, in the battle to influence public opinion, and by attempting to 
unionize charter school teachers.  

Shakeel and Peterson cite a slowing of charter school growth beginning in 2016 due to 
regulatory restrictions:1023 

The rate of states passing charter laws declined 
after 1999, and many of the laws passed since 
2000 have included provisions that can stymie 
growth: caps on the number of schools allowed, 
arcane application requirements, and land-use and 
other regulations. In addition, a political backlash 
is slowing charter expansion in some states.  

They add that district school management and 
teachers’ unions, fearing innovation, are “more 
likely” the cause of a recent slowdown in charter 
school growth: 

Given the rising achievement levels at charter schools, the slowdown in the sector’s 
growth rate cannot be attributed to declining quality. It is more likely that political 
resistance to charters is increasing as both the management and labor sides of the district 
sector become increasingly concerned that charters might prove to be as disruptive an 
innovation as the transistor. 

In other words, just as government—the Duke of York and King Charles II beginning in 
the 1660s—created, incentivized, and promoted America’s slave society, today government 
again—America’s district schools and politicians—is the cause of the deep racial disparities in 
education—a key remnant of the slave society—that in turn lie at the heart of racial disparities in 
access to quality jobs, income and wealth for African-Americans. 

 
 

1022 Egalite, at 2. 

1023 Shakeel and Peterson. 

DISTRICT SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY MATTERS 

“School districts that have coupled higher pay 
with greater accountability for results have seen 
sustained improvement. But the unions resist 
greater accountability.” 

Bloomberg.com Editorial Board, “Biden Shouldn’t Let 
Teachers Unions Hold Students Back” (July 16, 2020) 
at www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-07-
16/biden-shouldn-t-let-teachers-unions-dictate-
education-policy, accessed Sept. 27, 2020  
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Once more, government, through excessive and unwise regulation, is able to inhibit, and 
even prevent, needed school competition and the innovation competition fosters. 

Private Schools Are Far Superior for African-American Children 

Given the stubborn intransigence of America’s educational system, it is time to bypass the 
system in order to offer genuine school choice to African-American and other disadvantaged 
families. That means access to private schools, as well as district schools, charter schools, and 
home schooling. This can be accomplished through vouchers. 

The following table provides 2019 student proficiency data for all students reflecting 
dramatic differences for public vs. private schools:1024 

READING PROFICIENCY: ALL STUDENTS 

Grade Public Private 

4 34% 49% 

8 32 57 

12 36 54 

 
Thus, for all students, private schools are head and shoulders above public schools in terms 

of student performance.  

Let’s focus specifically upon African-American performance in the different types of 
schools. The following table provides contrasting student reading scores for African-American 
students for public, public: charter, and private Catholic schools: 1025  

READING SCORES: AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDENTS 

School Type Grade 4 Grade 8 Grade 12 

Public 203 244 265 

Public: Charter 206 247 256 

Private Catholic 212 258 298 

Private Catholic Over Public 9 14 33 

 

 
 

1024 “The Nation’s Report Card: How Did U.S. Students Perform on the Most Recent Assessment?” 
(Public Schools Only vs. Private Schools Only)” at www.nation’s reportcard.gov, accessed Sept. 16, 
2020. 

1025 “The Nation’s Report Card: Public, Private, and Charter Schools Dashboard (Average scores in 
NAEP reading for Black Students by grade and type of school: 2019 (grade 4), 2019 (grade 8), and 
2015 (grade 12)” at www.nation’s reportcard.gov, accessed Sept. 16, 2020. 
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Thus, in terms specifically of African-American student performance, private Catholic 
schools outrank both charter schools and district schools. The differences become greater as 
students graduate to higher grades. 

It must be recognized that, decades ago, private schools often grew as a means for wealthy 
white families to keep their children out of integrated district schools. In large part, that was due 
to a desire to avoid the dismal performance of the district schools. At times, it was a racist 
response. 

It is possible, however, for African-American children to gain access to those private 
schools through vouchers. 

There is a reason why private schools attract the best students—overall, the schools simply 
are far superior to district schools. Excellent students and their families do not want to suffer the 
inadequacies of district schools. They want better educations, and when they can afford it, 
through the competition provided by private schools, are able to obtain it. It is immoral to hold 
excellent students back from the best educations available. 

Yet, many African-American families cannot afford private schools. Without vouchers, 
only students from families with a degree of wealth, which most African-Americans lack due to 
past discrimination, are able financially to take advantage of what is a substantially superior 
education. That is inequitable for American students and families who do not have those 
resources. Federal, state and local governments have resources to overcome the discrimination 
and to correct these inequitable circumstances. 

To be clear, despite the desperate protests by those who favor rigid, exclusive government 
control of providing K-12 education—a failed approach that has seriously harmed African-
Americans—the use of vouchers does not amount to public funding of private schools.  

Instead, it is a mechanism for equitable government funding for the individual students 
themselves and a means to equalize student funding. States and local school boards should 
provide, through vouchers, equal educational dollars to each student at each level. The students 
and their families then would be able to choose for themselves which schools to attend using 
their vouchers. The vouchers can be conditioned upon the agreement of public schools, charter 
schools, or private schools to accept the vouchers, without additional student resources, in full 
payment of tuition. 

That is not using government funding for private schools. It is using government funding 
for the students themselves and their families to spend in their discretion. 

Greater reliance on charter schools and vouchers would not remove one cent on a per pupil 
basis from district schools. Those schools would continue to receive full payment for the pupils 
they would be able to attract. To attract those students, district schools would be compelled to 
adopt excellence standards and educational techniques and innovations originated by charter 
schools and private schools. 

What vouchers, as well as charter schools, accomplish is the creation of an important 
missing ingredient in K-12 education—competition through choice. If district schools want to 
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attract more students, they should not do it through a continuance of the underperforming 
strategy of government compulsion, but rather by improving their schools. 

Politicians’ Self-Interests Prevent Equality of Education 

After decades of living in America and observing its politicians and district school boards, 
I do not believe they have the courage or selflessness to turn their backs on their political 
contributors to do what is right. 

As with police unions, powerful public employee unions are at center stage, this time 
teachers’ unions that adamantly oppose the reforms necessary to overcome educational racism in 
America. Politicians are terrified not only of police unions; they are like deer in the headlights 
when it comes to teacher unions.  

Like slave masters providing slaves meager food and clothing, some politicians arrogantly 
collect votes from poorly-educated poverty-stricken African-Americans by offering desperate 
people government bread crumbs (as Joe Biden expressed, if they don’t vote “our way,” they 
“ain’t black”).  

Fortunately, some African-Americans are able to break free from the systematic 
discrimination. As slave holders feared, the more education people have, the more they think for 
themselves, the more questions they ask, the more diverse their opinions become, and the more 
they seek new ways of improving their lives. They may not be the submissive voters politicians 
expect.  

America’s schools for disadvantaged students have failed over and over for many decades, 
even centuries. District schools have lost their credibility and forfeited the right to any benefit of 
the doubt. America’s public schools simply are unable, and unwilling, to compete as is necessary 
in order to bring educational standards to the level they should reach. They need to be confronted 
with a new fully-competitive environment.  

It is not in the self-interest of politicians—regardless of their political philosophy—to do 
what is needed. After all, they would lose valuable political contributions from special interests. 

This is not “something that happened 150 years ago.” 

It is “something” that is “happening” today. It is a colossal failure of government, not a 
capitalist conspiracy. 
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REMNANTS OF SLAVERY: WHITE FEAR,  
AFRICAN-AMERICAN DISTRUST, “OBEDIENCE,” AND ENFORCEMENT 

Two important remnants of slavery—white fear of African-Americans and African-
American distrust of whites—remain endemic in today’s America, and virtually impossible to 
eradicate without good faith efforts advocated by people like Martin Luther King, Jr.  

While many on both sides wish, and work, to overcome ingrained racial attitudes, that good 
faith does not exist in sufficient quantity to overcome racism. There are many individuals who 
hold deep animosity toward each other on racial grounds. 

Violence Against African-Americans Today 

White fear pervaded American slavery. Whites, surrounded by gigantic populations of 
angry slaves, constantly feared disobedient slaves, runaway slaves, and slave revolts. That fear, 
transmitted through generations, remains very much in evidence today.  

African-American concerns are reinforced by 
research. African-Americans are killed by police at a 
rate far in excess of police killings of whites.1026 

Just as America’s police kill far too often 
today, to maintain their dominance slave masters 
beat slaves mercilessly, and sometimes to death, for 
minor offenses, including insolence, for which white 
citizens received little or no punishment. This arose, 
and continues to arise, from the deep-seated white 
fear of badly mistreated African-Americans. A man 
selling illegal cigarettes is choked to death. A man holding a cell phone is shot and killed, not 
wounded, in his own backyard. A man accused of passing a counterfeit $20 bill suffers vicious 
public execution, without trial, by a poorly-trained police tyrant, undisciplined after many 
complaints. A man is suffocated with a bag over his headwhile a police officer kneels on his 
chest. 

Another man is shot in the back twice while fleeing from arrest for a minor offense. Yet, 
the police knew exactly how to find him—they had his driver’s license and his automobile. What 
a waste! 

Sometimes, whites who are not law enforcement officials consider themselves justified in 
killing African-Americans without the victim even committing any crime. A black man jogging 

 
 

1026 “Fatal Force: 1,010 people have been shot and killed by police in the past year” (Wash. Post Online, 
Sept. 23, 2020) (Updated Nov. 11, 2020) at www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-
shootings-database/, accessed Nov. 12, 2020. 

COMPARATIVE RATES OF POLICE KILLINGS 

“The rate at which black Americans are killed by 
police is more than twice as high as the rate for 
white Americans.” 

Fatal Force: 1,010 people have been shot and killed by 
police in the past year (Wash. Post Online, Sept. 23, 
2020) (Updated Nov. 11, 2020) at 
www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/polic
e-shootings-database/, accessed Nov. 12, 2020 
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in a white Georgia neighborhood is chased by self-appointed white patrollers in trucks, and is 
shot as he seeks to evade them. Especially that action provides a strong echo of slave laws 
authorizing patrols to capture slaves off their masters’ premises and, if the slaves resisted, to kill 
them.  

Perhaps the most dramatic evidence of asymmetrical treatment by police of African-
Americans and of whites is provided in the shooting of an African-American man in the back 
seven times in the presence of his family, without even an apparent basis for suspecting him of 
commission of a crime. That event contrasts jarringly with the failure only two days later of the 
same police force to question a white man walking down the street, obviously heavily-armed, 
with his arms held above his head. The white man proceeded past multiple police vehicles. 
Meanwhile, observers were shouting to the police that he had shot someone. Yet, the police did 
nothing. 

Slave Society Laws Repressing Slaves 

Slave laws created the power not only of public officials, but also of slave masters, to 
discipline slaves almost at will, with virtually unchecked discretion.  

Dr. Randolph Campbell quotes a Texas Supreme Court Justice as expressing “reluctan[ce] 
to interfere” in “the delicate and responsible relation of master and slave,” leaving “[m]uch … to 
the master’s judgment, discretion, and humanity.”1027  

William Goodell states that “It would not do to allow the rights of the master to be brought 
into discussion in the courts of justice. The slave, to REMAIN a slave, must be sensible that there 
is NO APPEAL from his master.”1028  

Philadelphia Judge George Stroud quotes the Supreme Court of North Carolina as stating 
in 1829, more than half a century after the Declaration of Independence:1029 

The end (of slavery) is the profit of the master, his security, and the public safety. The 
subject is one doomed in his own person and his posterity to live without knowledge and 
without the capacity to make any thing his own, and to toil that another may reap the fruits. 
Such services can only be expected from one who has no will of his own; who surrenders 
his will in implicit obedience to that of another. Such obedience is the consequence only of 
uncontrolled authority over the body. There is nothing else which can operate to produce 
the effect. The power of the master must be absolute to render the submission of the slave 
perfect. In the actual condition of things it must be so. There is no remedy. This discipline 
belongs to the state of slavery. 

 
 

1027 Campbell, at 151-52.  

1028 Goodell, at 126. 

1029 Stroud, at 10. Emphasis added. 
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In contrast, Spanish Florida provided a mechanism for slaves to bring legal actions against 
their masters for abuse.1030 The French Code Noir stated: “We enjoin our officers to criminally 
prosecute the masters, or their foremen, who have killed a slave under their auspices or control, 
and to punish the master according to the circumstances of the atrocity.”1031 

As if dominance by slave masters were insufficient, in America, the slave society gave not 
merely masters, but all whites, the right to challenge slaves off their masters’ premises to 
demand to see a “pass” or “license.” Slaves had no right to resist.1032 

Those laws are illustrated in the following excerpt from Judge Stroud’s legal treatise:1033 

My chief objection to these laws is, that they furnish a pretext, and (may I not say ?) an 
inducement, to an ignoble mind to oppress and to tyrannize over the defenceless slave. He 
must patiently endure every species of personal injury which a white person, however 
brutal and ferocious his disposition… may choose to offer. 

Several of the slave-holding states have adopted laws which are highly objectionable 
for the reason just given. The subjoined may be taken as a specimen:— [In Maryland,] “If 
any slave shall happen to be slain for refusing to surrender him or herself, contrary to law, 
or in unlawful resisting any officer or other person who shall apprehend or endeavour to 
apprehend such slave or slaves, &c., such officer or other person so killing such slave as 
aforesaid, making resistance, shall be and he is by this act indemnified from any 
prosecution for such killing aforesaid, &c.”  

That law was enacted in 1751, 270 years ago. For all practical purposes, given the frequent 
reluctance to discipline even extreme police misconduct, it still is fully in effect today across 
America. 

Judge Stroud adds:1034 

Strict subordination must be exacted from the slave, or bloodshed and murders will 
unavoidably ensue. The laws of the slave-holding states demand … a much larger 
concession of power to the master …: they demand that the life of the slave shall be in the 
master’s keeping; that the slave, having the physical ability to avoid the infliction of a 
barbarous and vindictive punishment by his master, shall not be permitted to do so. They 
go, indeed, even beyond this: they place the slave under the like restriction in relation to 

 
 

1030 Deagan and MacMahon, at 7. 

1031 “Le Code Noir” at thelouvertureproject.org/index.php?title=Le_Code_Noir, accessed Sept. 27, 2020. 

1032 See “Chapter Six: The Duke of York’s Creation on a Rampage—The Story of Wiley: Gotta Have a 
“Pass.” 

1033 Stroud, at 69. Emphasis in original. 

1034 Stroud, at 67-68. Emphasis in original.  
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every white person, without discrimination as to character, and with but little consideration 
as to motives. …  

Thomas R.R. Cobb, a slave owner and slavery advocate, a highly-respected Georgia lawyer 
in the slave society, and key drafter of the Confederate Constitution, justifies laws sustaining 
police and white citizen patrol violence in his often cited 1859 legal treatise. In doing so, Mr. 
Cobb effectively acknowledges deep white fear of blacks: 1035 

If the slave feels that he is solely under the 
power and control of his immediate master, he will 
soon become insolent and ungovernable to all 
others. If the white man had, then, no right by law 
to control, the result would be, the excitement of 
angry passions, broils, and bloodshed. Hence have 
arisen, in the States, the various police and patrol 
regulations, giving to white persons other than the 
master, under certain circumstances, the right of 
controlling, and, in some cases, correcting slaves.  

Judge Stroud provides examples of punishment 
of not only resistant slaves, but even supposedly 
“free” African-Americans, for resistance:1036 

In Maryland, … a justice of the peace … may direct the offender’s ears to be 
cropped—and this, though he be a free black. [In Kentucky,] as in Maryland, free coloured 
persons are included:—“If any negro, mulatto or Indian, bond or free, shall, at any time, lift 
his or her hand in opposition to any person not being a negro, mulatto or Indian, he or she 
so offending shall for every such offence… receive thirty lashes on his or her bare back, 
well laid on, by order of such justice.” 

He cites Virginia law providing up to 39 “stripes” for a “negro” “if he use[s] provoking 
language or menacing gestures to a white person.” 

He also quotes a Georgia statute:1037 

If any slave shall presume to strike any white person, such slave … shall, for the first 
offense, suffer such punishment as the said Justice or Justices shall, in his or their 
discretion, think fit, not extending to life or limb; and for the second offence, suffer death. 

 
 

1035 Cobb, Vol. I, at 106. Emphasis added.  

1036 Stroud, at 68. 

1037 Stroud, at 68. 

MARYLAND LAW 

“[F]or ‘rambling, riding or going abroad in the 
night, or riding horses in the daytime without 
leave, a slave may be whipt, cropped, or branded 
on the cheek with the letter R, or otherwise 
punished, not extending to life, or so as to unfit 
him for labor.” 

W. Goodell, The American slave code in theory and 
practice at 229 (American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society 1853), available from the Library of Congress 
at www.hathitrust.org/digital_library. Emphasis in 
original. 
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A History of Disrespect and Violence 

African-American distrust of whites is founded in experience. As the quoted laws 
demonstrate, America has a long history of treating African-Americans with brutality and 
disrespect. Unfortunately, law enforcement officials and the legal system participated actively in 
that disrespect. Like today’s police slayings, troublesome slaves were treated with terrifying 
inhumanity. As thousands of runaway slave advertisements demonstrate dramatically in 
describing fugitive slaves, at the hands of slave masters slaves had ears cropped, noses split, 
teeth knocked out for identification, brands on their faces and bodies, and limbs mutilated like 
Kunta Kinte.1038 Government officials willingly participated in the violence against slaves.  

In 1712, New York officials burned four slaves at the stake and broke one on the wheel. In 
1741, they burned more than a dozen purportedly rebellious slaves at the stake on the basis of 
highly-questionable evidence that a conspiracy to revolt even existed.1039 Dr. Jill Lepore 
describes similarities between New York’s persecution of slaves in 1741 and the Salem witch 
trials and executions.1040 

Thomas Archdeacon describes this period in New York, as follows:1041 

In the early years of the eighteenth century New Yorkers became unusually concerned 
about the dangers posed by their bondsmen. The murder of a Queens County family in 
1708 led to the execution of four Negroes with “all the torment possible for a terror to 
others,” and to the enactment of “An Act for Preventing the Conspiracy of Slaves.” In the 
same period the courts heard a large number of cases concerning individuals accused of 
illegally entertaining slaves in their homes or ale houses. 

April 1712 brought to a climax the festering relations of white New Yorkers and their 
bondsmen. In the early hours of April 6, a group of slaves set fire to a house in the East 
Ward and then murdered 9 whites and wounded 12 others who came to help put out the 
blaze. Within two weeks, the courts indicted 43 Negroes and Indians of murder or 
attempted murder, convicted 25, and summarily executed 18. The ghastliness of some of 
the executions, including the eight-to-ten hour roasting of Nicholas Roosevelt’s slave Tom, 
indicates the hysterical quality of the community’s desire for revenge. 

 
 

1038 See “Chapter Six: The Duke of York’s Creation on a Rampage—Slave Holder Advertisements for 
Runaway Slaves.” 

1039 Singer, at 32-33, 59, 60-61.  

See also Lepore, at 78-79, 85. 

1040 Lepore, at 86. 

1041 Archdeacon, at 145. Footnotes omitted. 
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Dr. Ira Berlin and Leslie Harris cite a description by an adult New Yorker who wrote, 
describing his recollection from in 1741 when he was four years old: “I have a perfect idea of 
seeing the Negroes chained to a stake, and there burned to death.”1042 

That was before the Declaration of Independence. The violence continued long after the 
Declaration, as well. 

As an example, more than half a century following 1776, in 1827, a slave was burned at the 
stakes after he was compelled to attend his own 
funeral.1043  

Still later, in 1831, heads of slaves who dared 
to revolt with Nat Turner were posted on spikes on 
Virginia roads (known as “Blackhead Signpost 
Road”).1044 Likewise, in Louisiana in 1811.1045 In 
North Carolina in 1831, slaves—including slave 
children—were marched along a head-lined road 
known as “N____ Head Road” as warning against 
not being submissive.1046  

Today, George Floyd’s head is displayed by 
cell phone imagery. 

Today’s Remnants of the Slave Society’s Violence 

Ingrained harmful cultural patterns are difficult to expunge. 

The Georgia case involving a killing of an African-American for jogging in a white 
neighborhood reflects long-standing fearful attitudes and behaviors of American whites toward 
African-Americans. Those attitudes date back hundreds of years. This has occurred ever since 
the Duke of York’s time in the 1660s, not merely “150 years ago.” It did not end with the 
Declaration of Independence. It did not end with the Constitution (which actually protected 
slavery). It did not end with the Civil War. It did not end with the ratification of the 13th, 14th, 

 
 

1042 Lepore, at 60. 

1043 See “Chapter Six: The Duke of York’s Creation on a Rampage—The Burning of Jerry: Attending His 
Own Funeral.” 

1044 “Blackhead Signpost Road needs another sign” at www.thetidewaternews.com/2015/08/15/blackhead-
signpost-road-needs-another-sign/#:~:text=In Southampton County%2C the scene of the 1831,black as 
a warning against any future outrage.”., accessed Sept. 28, 2020. 

1045 “1811 German Coast Slave Uprising” at 
genealogytrails.com/main/events/slavery_1811uprising.html¸accessed Sept. 25, 2020. 

1046 “Negro Head Road” at www.ncpedia.org/negro-head-road, accessed Sept. 28, 2020. 

MARYLAND AND DC LAWS 

[S]laves “absenting themselves from their master’s 
service, running out into the woods and there 
remaining, killing hogs and cattle” and “refus[ing] 
to surrender themselves, and mak[ing] resistance,” 
may be pursued and captured and “it shall be 
lawful for such pursuers, when resistance is made, 
to shoot, kill, and destroy” the slaves” 

W. Goodell, The American slave code in theory and 
practice at 230-31 (American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society 1853), available from the Library of Congress 
at www.hathitrust.org/digital_library. Emphasis in 
original. 
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and 15th Amendments to the Constitution. It did not end with the enactment of the Civil Rights 
Laws in the 1960s.  

Today, few juries, dominated by whites, are willing to find a police officer guilty of a 
crime. Appropriate police training often is lacking. The Supreme Court provides police 
significant immunity protection. Police unions and union contracts protect them. Complaint and 
discipline records are kept secret or are expunged within brief time frames. Close-knit police 
cultures protect violent officers. Although there are many conscientious police officers—and we 
very much do need and appreciate them—they too often are overridden internally by union 
officials and other officers. 

What is different today? Widespread accessibility of camera-ready smartphones to citizens 
willing and able to use them, combined with police body cameras and private cameras. 
Suddenly, police behavior has become a matter of public record! And a good thing it is! 

Re-Examination of Police Practices 

It is time for a change.  

This is not, however, a call to “defund” police, whatever that means. I don’t know about 
you, but I certainly want police protection for my family, myself, and my property. I have had 
many encounters with police over my life. Some angered me. I felt disrespected. I very much 
appreciated other contacts with helpful officers. I certainly want police protection for my family, 
our home, and myself. 

Many African-Americans report similar reactions. According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
June 23 to July 6, 2020, when asked whether they want “the police to spend more time, the same 
amount of time or less time than they currently do in their area,” a substantial majority of 
African-Americans—61%—answered that they “want the police presence to remain the same.” 
Another 20% want the police to spend “more time” in their area. That cannot happen if police are 
“de-funded.” In response to another question, 61% of African-Americans answered that they 
were “very confident” (18%) or “somewhat confident” (43%) of receiving “positive treatment by 
police.” As a wake-up call to America’s police and local governments, however, another 27% 
were “not too confident,” while 12% were “not confident at all.”1047 

 
 

1047 “Black Americans Want Police to Retain Local Presence” at news.gallup.com/poll/316571/black-
americans-police-retainlocal-presence.aspx, accessed Sept. 28, 2020. 
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So, even though it will infuriate some, it 
must be said honestly and straightforwardly 
that “de-funding” the police makes little sense.  

This is a call instead for careful and 
methodical planning and action—local 
jurisdiction by local jurisdiction—about how to 
restructure police training, administration, 
tactics, and discipline and how to negotiate 
union contracts that protect the public. The goal 
should be to enhance the police function 
through more refined reactions to difficult 
situations, rather than by reflexive and 
excessive violence. 

Current American police tactics in some 
jurisdictions are excessively focused on use of 
violent force, rather than on skillful and 
effective policing. Given white fear, this results 
in the disproportionate police violence against 
African-Americans cited above. Many 
individual police officers simply are following 
their training, which is where tactics should be 
reconsidered. 

Indicating a need for re-examination of 
police training and tactics, America’s police 
have a significantly more violent record than in most Western and many other countries.  

America’s police kill civilians at rates far exceeding those of other Western countries, and 
many other countries.1048 

 
 

1048 “Rate of police killings in selected countries 2019” at www.statista.com/statistics/1124039/police-
killings-rate-selected-countries, accessed Sept. 28, 2020; “American police shoot, kill and imprison 
more people than other developed countries. Here’s the data” at www.cnn.com/2020/06/08/us/us-police-
floyd-protests-country-comparisons-intl/index.html, accessed Sept. 2020; “Police killings by country 
2020” at worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/police-killings-by-country, accessed Sept. 28, 
2020. 

SAMPLE POLICE KILLING RATES/  
TEN MILLION RESIDENTS  

United States—28.40 

Bangladesh—28.30 

Pakistan—25.20 

Egypt—21.20 

Canada—9.70 

Sweden—6.00 

France—3.80 

Netherlands—2.30 

New Zealand—2.10  

Norway—1.90 

Nepal—1.70 

Australia—1.70 

Germany—1.30 

United Kingdom—0.50 

Poland—0.50  

Japan—0.20 

“Police killings by country 2020” at 
worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/police-
killings-by-country, accessed Sept. 28, 2020 
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According to World Population Review, many countries with low rates of police killings 
rank as among the safest countries in the world:1049 

Police killings are much less common or virtually nonexistent in some European 
countries. Denmark, Iceland, and Switzerland have all reported zero police killings. Both 
Denmark and Iceland are among the top ten safest countries in the world. Additionally, 
police in Iceland do not carry firearms.  

Other countries have very low numbers as well. Hong Kong, Luxembourg, Malta, New 
Zealand, Norway, Portugal, and Saint Lucia all have one police killing in a year. Of these, 
Portugal and New Zealand are considered to be among the ten safest countries in the world 
as well.  

African-Americans should be able to respect, trust, and rely upon the police in their 
neighborhoods, and should feel comfortable assisting well-meaning police with information 
regarding crimes. African-Americans, just like everyone else, need strong police protection. This 
is especially true in large cities with high rates of crime—murders, gang violence, and 
otherwise—that deeply and adversely affect African-Americans, and especially children.  

As matters stand currently, however, some African-Americans state with deep passion that 
they fear the police and disrespect them. A new spirit of cooperation and mutual effort is needed 
between police and African-American communities. Again, however, the distrust on both sides is 
extensive. In the absence of constructive good faith efforts, not currently in view, the distrust will 
not be overcome. 

Peaceful Protests Are Essential 

Black lives matter. 

That principle is a central theme of this book. 

The principle is not the same as a blanket endorsement of all aspects of a political 
movement. 

Historically, peaceful protests calling for change have been constructive. They are a 
necessity in order to articulate grievances clearly when governmental abuse occurs. It is critical, 
however, that protests be peaceful. Violent protests are a form of self-immolation. 

Unfortunately, today many protestors with differing messages have forcefully attacked 
each other. To protect rights, Americans must speak up to defend peaceful protests, regardless of 
whether one agrees with the protesters’ message. If Americans do not do so, it will undermine 
important freedoms. 

 
 

1049 “Police killings by country 2020” at worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/police-killings-by-
country, accessed Sept. 28, 2020. 



The Father of America’s Slave Society 

-461- 

Violent actions seeking to harm police, individuals expressing opinions, or property are 
inappropriate and should be sharply opposed. 
Violence and encouragement of violence is not 
justifiable by protesters espousing any cause. 
Even in the name of justice, it is fundamentally 
wrong to attack a person physically merely for 
expressing a view no matter how much one 
may disagree with that view.  

It also is completely unacceptable for 
public officials either to inflame passions or to 
fail to restrain overly-aggressive protestors. 

Attempts to silence protests on any side will only provoke reactions. People simply do not 
like to be silenced and will react and resist. They are entitled to articulate their points of view. 

Peaceful protests have a long and successful history in America. They require restraint and 
patience. America’s Slave Heroes—Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, William Wells Brown, 
Harriet Tubman, and others used a variety of persistent peaceful protests that, with support from 
abolitionists, Abraham Lincoln, and the Union Army, achieved the ultimate goal of slavery’s 
end. They were highly effective. 

In contrast, violence has proved to be highly-counterproductive. It feeds directly into the 
historic substantial fear that whites have of African-Americans.  

When slaves did not have access to a peaceful means of protest, they used violence. It was 
their only option to voice objections to their fates. Nat Turner in 1831, slaves in North Carolina 
also in 1831, and Charles Deslondes in Louisiana in 1811, all engaged in violent protests. 
Following each of those revolts, the slave society executed slaves, displaying their heads along 
public roads. The slave society then responded with ever more repressive laws and practices. 

Following the Civil War and the 13th Amendment, the fear of the slave society’s heirs did 
not disappear.  

In those conditions, the freed slaves generally lived in poverty. Few had significant assets. 
Most owned no land. Most agricultural laborers lacked other marketable skills. They had little 
wealth to pass to the next generation. The slave society’s adherents, re-assuming control 
following Reconstruction, continued to deny education to African-Americans for decades. Even 
when the government provided education, it was segregated and inferior. The slave society 
enacted tyrannical Black Codes in several states and gave birth to the Ku Klux Klan. 

Generation after generation, decade after decade, in the absence of wealth for African-
Americans to pass on and without education, they lived in persistent poverty.  

Finally, a century after slavery ended, with Martin Luther King, Jr., John Lewis and other 
significant and effective organizers, African-Americans found charismatic and effective 
leadership once again giving voice through peaceful protests. The bus rides and marches across 
the South and the lunch counter sit-ins were aggressive, but peaceful. As in the mid-1800s a 

JOHN LEWIS ON  
IMPORTANCE OF PROTEST 

“When you see something that is not right, not 
fair, not just, you have to speak up. You have to 
say something; you have to do something.” 

“10 John Lewis Quotes That Will Inspire You to Get 
Into ‘Good Trouble’” at 
www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/john-lewis-quotes/, 
accessed Sept. 28, 2020 
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century earlier, the persistent peaceful protests gained widespread support. With that support, 
they brought an end to legal segregation. The 1960s were an important time for affirmative 
change.  

But Dr. King was murdered. The angry 
violence in the aftermath of Dr. King’s assassination 
was understandable, but counterproductive. It 
induced a repressive reaction and yet more decades 
of stagnation for African-Americans.  

Overall, in terms of the ability to engage in 
routine societal daily life and access to public 
accommodations, together with greater white 
acceptance, African-Americans are in a 
substantially-improved position today in contrast 
with that of segregation before the 1960s. Assisted 
by the progress of the 1960s, especially creative and 
assertive individuals are able to escape poverty. 

Since the 1960s, however, overall there has been little economic progress for African-
Americans. In the meantime, as in the century from the mid-1800s to the mid-1900s, generation 
after generation, decade after decade, significant numbers of African-Americans remain in 
persistent poverty. 

Echoing the end of slavery over the decades, many African-Americans still have few 
assets. They still are unable to obtain acceptable educations, find rewarding employment, 
purchase decent housing or health care, create wealth, fund retirement plans adequately, or pass 
wealth to their children. 

There is substantial justification for African-American anger. 

Violence is self-defeating. Moreover, the message—“defund the police”—is a losing and 
counterproductive message. It plays directly into greater white fear. Persistent, unremitting, and 
uncontrolled violence in Portland, Seattle (where a white City Council’s actions led an African-
American Police Chief to resign), and Chicago (where an African-American Mayor is criticized 
for enforcing the law)—like the violent slave revolts—will not lead to constructive solutions.  

I am deeply saddened that there is no vehicle for moderate Americans who care very much 
about the plight of African-Americans to express their opinions in constructive, peaceful means 
without fear of radical elements from multiple political and social directions that endanger them.  

Peaceful forms of protest and common sense goals matter. 

Unhappily, America is trapped in a never-ending cycle of anger and repression dating 
directly back to the time of slavery and even further back to the Duke of York. Yet, that anger 
and repression also are of America’s own making today. 

Slavery continues to haunt America.   

JOHN LEWIS ON  
PERSISTENT, PEACEFUL PROTEST 

“You are a light. You are the light. Never let 
anyone — any person or any force — dampen, 
dim or diminish your light … Release the need to 
hate, to harbor division, and the enticement of 
revenge. Release all bitterness. Hold only love, 
only peace in your heart, knowing that the battle of 
good to overcome evil is already won.” 

10 John Lewis Quotes That Will Inspire You to Get 
Into ‘Good Trouble’ at 
www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/john-lewis-quotes/, 
accessed Sept. 28, 2020 
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WHAT TO DO? 

What is America able to do? What will it actually do? 

I advocate the following steps, among others, to begin a long, difficult, and likely 
impossible, process of healing America’s soul and making amends for slavery: 

 Acknowledge that slavery was indeed a 
genuine Reign of Terror 

 Apologize sincerely to African-Americans 
for America’s treatment of their ancestors 

 Cease denying adequate education to all 
disadvantaged youth—African-Americans 
and others; undertake fundamental reform 
of the education system 

 Educate ourselves and our children about 
slavery, its economic, cultural and 
historical significance, and how it 
continues to affect us today 

 Recognize and honor as role models, on a 
par with America’s Founding Fathers and 
Abraham Lincoln, those brave self-reliant 
Heroes who fought diligently against 
slavery—at the risk of their freedom and 
their lives 

 Recognize Juneteenth, the day slaves were 
freed in Texas, as a national holiday 

 Confront statues erected in honor of Confederate generals and other slavery advocates 
with statues honoring the slaves to use the contrasting statues as history lessons 

 Cease governmental and societal encouragement of dependence and passivity as 
acceptable life patterns 

In the end, however, I am highly pessimistic.  

There are some African-Americans who, despite the odds, through stern determination, will 
be able to escape the discrimination and poverty forced upon them. They may be inspired by 
America’s Slave Heroes, Adam Clayton Powell’s words, and examples set by other successful 
African-Americans. For highly self-motivated individuals, that exercise of independence and 
self-sufficiency offers the primary path from poverty. 

NATIONAL SLAVE MEMORIALS 

Construct a substantial National Slave 
Memorial on the Washington National Mall, 
strategically situated between the Washington 
Monument and the Jefferson Memorial, and facing 
the Lincoln Memorial 

Construct a similar substantially-sized 
National Slave Memorial at Georgia’s beloved 
Stone Mountain facing directly at Jefferson Davis 
and Generals Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson 

Construct substantial slave memorials 
wherever monuments remain of Confederate 
generals or officials 

Change the names of military bases, other 
public buildings and facilities, and cities and other 
governmental entities named in honor of 
Confederate generals or other persons instrumental 
in the creation or maintenance of American 
slavery 

See, e.g., HR 196: National Slave Memorial Act, 
108th Cong., 1st Sess. (2003) 
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Nevertheless, while I would hope for a better result for the African-American community 
as a whole, in the final analysis, I do not believe that America’s racial divisions will be, or even 
can be, overcome. There is insufficient goodwill. 

Even more significantly, like the slave 
masters not so long ago, America’s politicians 
are tossing out subsistence handouts hoping to 
keep African-Americans “in their place”—
dependent and submissive in their voting 
habits for politicians who provide the 
handouts.  

Just as slave masters denied slaves 
education in reading and writing, today’s 
politicians of all persuasions are denying 
millions of young African-Americans the 
education and training to be able live fully-
productive and self-sufficient lives. Without 
adequate educations, racial inequities for 
many African-Americans in employment, 
income and wealth—and resulting serious 
housing, health, and other inequities—are 
inevitable.  

The result is what I call “America’s National Plantation.”  

America’s slavery chickens are coming home to roost. 

  

TREAT US LIKE PEOPLE 

“I speak Americans for your good. We must and 
shall be free I say, in spite of you. You may do 
your best to keep us in wretchedness and 
misery…, but God will deliver us from under you. 
And wo, wo, will be to you if we have to obtain 
our freedom by fighting. Throw away your fears 
and prejudices then, and enlighten us … Treat us 
then like people, and we will be your friends. And 
there is not a doubt in my mind, but that the whole 
of the past will be sunk into oblivion, and we yet, 
under God, will become a united and happy 
people.” 

D. Walker, Appeal to the Colored People of the World, 
But in Particular, and Very Expressly, to Those of the 
United States of America at 79-80 (1829), available at 
available at docsouth.unc.edu 
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BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER 

I have identified the Duke of York (later, King James II), his brother, King Charles II, and 
their colleagues as the specific individuals responsible, beginning in the 1660s, for the creation, 
promotion, and incentivization of American slavery for the profit of the English government. 
I have explained that there were less inhumane forms of slavery practiced by other cultures that 
the Duke and his colleagues chose not to adopt. 

I have pointed out, as Dr. Peter Kolchin states, that America’s slave society was one of the 
last surviving slave societies in the New World. I added Dr. Kolchin’s observation that, by 
enslaving four million people, America’s slave society was by far the largest remaining New 
World slave society—larger than all the others combined—at the time of the Civil War. 

I have shown that American slavery and its aftermath were despicable. To put it bluntly: 
America’s slave society was a terror society.  

I have described how the slave society deliberately inflicted that terror upon millions of 
people. I have exposed the truth that the terror was not merely an incidental element of American 
history. To the contrary, the terror of slavery lasted for a majority of America’s history, even as 
calculated today. The terror was at the core of America’s development as a nation and at the 
center of America’s economy, politics, society, and history.  

I have explained how the slave trade was an essential component of slavery that the Duke 
of York and the English government employed aggressively, again for the profit of the 
government and its officials. Without the slave trade, America’s slave society could not have 
existed. I have shown that the slave trade, in which America’s slave society participated actively 
and knowingly, constituted a racial genocide giving rise to one of the worst holocausts in World 
history.  

I have discussed how that information has been buried, hidden from open discussion in 
America. I have shown that false information about slavery was intentionally and recklessly 
taught to America’s children in many American schools. I have shown that to have been, and still 
to be, a misguided effort to encourage a false patriotism. The politicians and schools chose, and 
often still choose, not to instill a genuine patriotic love for America that honestly confronts 
America’s past and is willing to admit mistakes.  

That knowledge about slavery and its terror is essential to comprehend how America has 
arrived at its current state of racial discord. On a personal level, the views of large numbers of 
older and middle-aged white Americans were formed through misguided education. That 
fraudulent education contributes directly to racial communication failures today.  

Given such education, it might surprise quite a number of white citizens to investigate their 
family histories in terms of whether their ancestors owned slaves. Dr. William Thomas, author of 
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WHEN SLAVES HAD THEIR DAY IN COURT,1050 thought he knew his family history, but 
discovered “A whole history was missing from what I thought I knew.” He adds that “The 
amnesia applies to tens of thousands of white families across the American South and millions of 
their descendants today.”1051 

Despite significant progress resulting from the ratification of the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments and from enactment of the civil rights laws of the 1960s, poverty remains endemic 
in the African-American community. Significant racial inequities remain despite decades of 
intensive affirmative action, sensitivity training, supposedly remedial government programs, and 
litigation against racial discrimination.1052 While many support affirmative action and increased 
funding for college education, greater access to higher education is meaningless for those who 
never received the necessary foundational education. Indeed, often it can be worse by setting 
individuals up for failure.  

Just as American slavery was instituted as a government program for the benefit of the 
English government and its officials, government itself and government officials, in the form of 
public school districts and public employee unions—police and teachers—comprise racial 
discrimination’s foundation today. Capitalism, based upon freedom of labor, is not the cause. 

It is intolerable that fewer than one in six African-American students in the eighth grade 
are proficient in reading and that fewer than one in seven are proficient in math.1053 This is a 
national emergency that the government largely ignores. Yet, it is a crisis at least as devasting to 
America as the covid-19 pandemic. Personally, I believe it to be far worse. The crisis, however, 
is treated with not-quite-complete, but nevertheless substantial and pervasive, silence by school 
board members, national, state, and local government officials, and the media. 

Just as America’s Slave Heroes succeeded in the past, it is possible for particularly 
industrious, imaginative, and fortunate African-Americans to escape poverty. Although it is 
difficult, there are many positive examples of individuals who may be held up as positive role 
models. The larger population does not have the same prospect.  

 
 

1050 W. Thomas, WHEN SLAVES HAD THEIR DAY IN COURT (Yale Univ. Press, 2020). 

1051 Bordewich, Review of W. Thomas, WHEN SLAVES HAD THEIR DAY IN COURT (Yale Univ. Press, 
2020) at C7 (Wall St. J., Nov. 14, 2020) at www.wsj.com/articles/a-question-of-freedom-review-
slavery-on-trial-11605282554, accessed Nov. 14, 2020. 

Chester Johnson similarly learned about deep racist practices by his grandfather who raised him as a 
boy. Johnson, at 31 et seq. 

1052 See “—Wealth Inequality Has Increased Since Enactment of the Civil Rights Laws” above.  

1053 See “—America’s Educational Emergency” above.  
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Meanwhile, surrogate controversies serve as distractions from the task of central 
importance to African-Americans’ quality of life.  

For example, although I advocate official acknowledgement of and apology for slavery, 
those actions will not put food on the table.  

Changing place names and erecting statues to slave heroes, which I also advocate, may be 
emotionally satisfying and are intended to communicate respect for African-Americans. Those 
actions will not, however, enable access to better housing. They will not buy shoes for the 
babies. 

Making constructive careful modifications in specific police practices, with which I agree, 
may ease a significant provocation in the African-American community. Those changes will not, 
however, improve access to health care or job opportunities. They will not result in increased 
incomes or savings for retirement or creation of wealth on which to live and which may be 
passed on to children. 

Those steps, however desirable, will not give rise to equality of opportunity.  

Genuine prospects for better African-American lives will occur only when there is equality 
of education, which the government denies. Until America radically alters its education system, 
large numbers of poorly-educated African-Americans will find themselves relegated to the 
bottom of the labor pool.  

Many young African-Americans will be driven to live under the same system of pitiful 
government subsistence handouts their parents and grandparents were forced to accept. That is 
what I call America’s National Plantation. They are compelled by circumstances to vote loyally 
for politicians who dispense those handouts. Yet, as was the case for slaves, subsistence is a 
meager living. It cannot provide independence or self-sufficiency. No wonder African-
Americans express so much anger. 

Without access to better-quality education in the formative years, in America there always 
will be substantial racial inequality in income and wealth. As a consequence, many African-
Americans will remain as a permanent underclass. Given the pivotal inequities, there always will 
be inequality in employment opportunities, housing, health care, retirement, and other key 
aspects of life. 

Unfortunately, the general quality of America’s educational system for all students, 
including African-Americans, has declined over the past five decades in comparison to education 
systems of other countries.1054 The essential fundamental reforms in education for African-
Americans will be provided only by affording African-American children the same funding that 

 
 

1054 See “—America’s Educational Emergency” above.  
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benefits other students and by facilitating and encouraging genuinely effective school choice 
alternatives. 

Choice creates competition. Competition creates innovation. Let the families and students 
determine how to pay for their educations from voucher funds provided by local school districts 
and state governments. The families are fully able to evaluate competing alternatives and to 
make choices that cannot possibly be worse than the current system.  

I see no evidence, however, that America’s politicians and school districts will be willing 
to make the required changes, given unrelenting pressure from regressive teachers’ unions. The 
problem is exacerbated by reliance upon archaic funding practices and laws focused on local 
property taxes varying widely among school districts. America’s politicians, reliant upon 
political contributions from teachers’ unions and their members, will continue to ignore the 
seriousness of the problem. They will continue to overlook the havoc it creates in young lives. 
They will avoid acknowledging the destructiveness resulting for entire lifetimes of millions upon 
millions of decent people who only want to live productive lives that they have the ability to 
control for themselves. 

As has occurred during the past five decades since the 1960s, with politicians and special 
interests benefiting from these arrangements, despite their faithful voting patterns, African-
Americans continue to be a lower priority.  

As during slavery and its aftermath, having been denied the foundational tools education 
should supply, but does not, many of them will be required to exist on subsistence handouts 
throughout their entire lives. 




